
AGENDA
Keith Wood, Chairman 
Wayne Barneycastle, Vice Chairman
Brad Chandler, Commissioner
Sonya Cox, Commissioner 
Rick Morris, Commissioner 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, September 22, 2025

1014 MAIN STREET
DANBURY, NC 27016

2:00 PM

Call to Order

Invocation

Pledge of Allegiance

I. Approval of the Agenda

II. Public Comments

III. Comments - Managers/Commissioners

IV. Conflicts Of Interest

V. Consent Agenda

a. 2026 BOCC Meeting Schedule
b. Minutes
c. Tax Office Agenda
d. Budget Amendment

VI. Information Agenda

a. Senior Center Expanded Services Update

VII. Discussion Agenda

a. JCPC Appointment Request
b. 2025 Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund Grant Application
c. Ordinance Allowing Sale or Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages

Before Noon on Sundays

VIII. Action Agenda

IX. Adjournment



*Anyone with a disability(is) who needs an accommodation to participate in this meeting is
requested to inform us 48 hours prior to the scheduled time of the affected group meeting

*Attachments may be delivered before or at the time of the meeting
*Times may vary due to times preset for agenda items



Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: V.a.

2026 BOCC Meeting Schedule

Contact: Olivia Jessup, Clerk to the Board

Summary: 
Attached is the meeting schedule for the Stokes County Board of Commissioners for 2026.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
2026 BOCC Schedule 9/17/2025 Cover Memo



PUBLIC NOTICE 

2026 COMMISSIONERS MEETING SCHEDULE 

The Stokes County Board of Commissioners will meet each month on the 2nd (Second) 
Monday at 6:00 pm and 4th (Fourth) Monday at 2:00 pm 
 

2nd Monday 4th Monday 

January 12, 2026 January 26, 2026 

February 9, 2026 February 23, 2026 

March 9, 2026 March 23, 2026 

April 13, 2026 April 27, 2026 

May 11, 2026 May 26, 2026* 

June 8, 2026 June 22, 2026 

July 13, 2026 July 27, 2026 

August 10, 2026 August 24, 2026 

September 14, 2026 September 28, 2026 

October 12, 2026 October 26, 2026 

November 9, 2026 November 23, 2026 

December 14, 2026 December 29, 2026* 

 

The Board of Commissioners will conduct its Regular Meetings in the Commissioners 

Chambers at the Administrative Building in Danbury.  

Any other change in Date, Time, or Place will be advertised and placed on the  
County Web Page – www.co.stokes.nc.us 
 
Olivia Jessup 
Clerk to the Board 
 
*Indicates meeting day other than Monday due to a holiday.  

http://www.co.stokes.nc.us/


Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: V.b.

Minutes

Contact: Olivia Jessup, Clerk to the Board

Summary: 
Minutes for Approval:

September 8, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
9.8.25 Minutes 9/19/2025 Cover Memo



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

  

COUNTY OF STOKES 

) 

) 

) 

) 

OFFICE OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS 

STOKES COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT 

DANBURY, NORTH 

CAROLINA 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2025 

  

Regular Meeting of the Board of County Commissioners. 

These meetings are located in the Commissioners 

Chambers in the Ronald Reagan Administration Building 

in Danbury. 

 

 
Openi ng Statem ent /  Roll C all   

 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met for a 

Regular Meeting in the Stokes County Administration Building in the Commissioners 

Chambers located in Danbury, North Carolina on Monday, September 8th at 6:00 pm with the 

following members present: 

  

Board of Commissioners Present: Chairman Keith Wood, Commissioner Brad Chandler, 

Commissioner Sonya Cox, and Commissioner Rick Morris. 

Absent: Vice-Chairman Wayne Barneycastle 

  

County Administration Present: County Manager Jeff Sanborn, Assistant County Manager 

Amber Brown, Clerk to the Board Olivia Jessup, Director of Finance Tammy Keaton, and 

County Attorney Jennifer Michaud. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER  

 
Chairman Wood called the meeting to order. 

 

 
INVOCATION  

 
Chairman Wood invited those in attendance to join the Board in the Invocation, if desired. 

  

Commissioner Cox delivered the Invocation. 

 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
Chairman Wood invited those in attendance to join the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 
Chairman Wood entertained a motion to amend or approve tonight's agenda. 

  

 



Clerk to the Board Olivia Jessup noted that the agenda needed to be amended to remove 

Closed Session. 

  

Commissioner Cox moved to approve the agenda as amended. 

  

Commissioner Chandler seconded the motion. The motion Passed. 

 Public Comments  

 
Chairman Wood opened the floor for public comments at 6:03 pm. 

  

The following individuals signed up to speak in public comments: 

  

Jason Duncan 

3196 US 311 Hwy N 

Pine Hall, NC 

RE: Pine Hall Elementary School 

  

Wanda Tarlta 

PO Box 28 

Pine Hall, NC 

RE: Pine Hall Elementary School 

  

Kathy Taylor 

1220 Pine Hall Road 

Pine Hall, NC 

RE: Pine Hall Elementary School 

  

Chairman Wood closed the floor for public comments at 6:12 pm. 

  

Chairman Wood reopened the floor for public comments at 6:19 pm. 

  

The following individuals spoke: 

  

Micheal Gibson 

Walnut Cove, NC 

RE: Pine Hall Elementary School 

  

Stanley Bowman 

Pine Hall, NC 

RE: Pine Hall Elementary School 

  

Chairman Wood re-closed the floor for public comments at 6:22 pm. 

 

 COMMENTS - Managers/Commissioners  



 
Chairman Wood opened the floor for comments from the manager and commissioners.  

  

Commissioner Chandler commented: 

• Thank you, Mr. Chair. I'm going to welcome everybody that came to tonight's meeting, 

and also those that are looking in on YouTube, the social media devices. Especially 

want to thank you all from Pine Hall coming down. I mean, personally, I think that I'd 

like to have a couple work sessions out in your all's area, to where maybe a couple of 

different times, to where more people as getting off work, maybe they could come and 

give us their input. Some of the things that we got to keep in keep in mind is the, you 

know, we're not in a rush. At least I'm not of trying to dispose of the property or do 

something. I think it needs to be well thought out, and I think we need to have a lot of 

input, but something that y'all could be thinking about, because we don't have to take 

the property from the from the Board of Education. They're just offering it to us. So if 

you had your druthers, would you rather deal with the Board of Education and trying to 

work something out with the school, or would you rather the Board of Commissioners 

deal with it? It's just something that you all need to think about, because that's 

something we have to think about as a board, but in the long run, but we do want to do 

what's best for you on that on that side of the county. 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

• I'd like to welcome everybody as well, and I appreciate also the Pine Hall folks coming 

out. I suggested that we get with you guys at our last meeting as a first step, and I'll 

save the rest of my comments till we'll get to it on the agenda item. But I've been 

involved in this one time before with Francisco, so we'll get into some detailed 

discussions as we go about what we did there versus what we might do with you guys. 

Commissioner Cox commented: 

• I'd like to thank everybody for being here and for the comments and thank those of you 

from Pine Hall who took time to come up here and express your concerns and 

comments to us. And as Brad said, we think that the statutes have changed a little bit 

since Francisco as far as the property automatically reverting back to the County, and 

that's not the case anymore. Doesn't automatically work that way. So, we may or may 

not even be taking it off their hands. We don't know. That's why we were trying to get 

people's input as to what they would like to happen with it. So, we just appreciate y'all 

expressing your ideas and concerns, and as Brad said, we're not in any big hurry to 

make this happen, so we've got time to discuss it and find the best possible solutions 

for the property. 

• I was there when we turned it into did Mike Joyce's Memorial. I was on the school 

board so very acutely aware of that being there and how important that is to the 

community and how important that school was to Mike, so I would like nothing more 

than to see that be maintained and continue to be there, as well as something that the 

community can be proud of and find useful. So hopefully we can find a way to, you 

know, keep that, keep it from falling into any more disarray. We definitely don't want 

•  



to see it turn into a junkyard or anything like that. So, we hope that we can find the best 

solution for everybody out there, for sure. Thank you all for being here. 

County Manager Jeff Sanborn had no comments. 

  

Assistant County Manager Amber Brown commented: 

• I just wanted to remind everybody that the Stokes Stomp is this weekend. It's Saturday. 

It's a free event. It's the 51st one, if I'm not wrong about that, and it's held in downtown 

Danbury this year instead of at Moratock Park because of the bridge construction. But 

it should be a good event. 

Chair Wood commented: 

• That reminded me, the Stokes County Fair starts tomorrow through Saturday. I 

appreciate y'all coming. I appreciate you speaking out. This is not going to be an easy 

decision, and we're not going to jump at the first thing that happens easily. We want to 

look at all the rules we have to play by and try to make a smart decision. We'd rather be 

tried in court instead of Facebook. 

• So there was a gentleman that's one, is it? Two. So just to show you, I'm a nice guy. I'm 

going to let y'all comment. 

• I got one more thing that was my little project when I ran for Commissioner. As of last 

Friday, the inspections and building permits, you can apply online. They kicked it off 

Friday. They still got a few little bugs, like anything new, they're working out, but now 

we're not one of six counties that don't have it in North Carolina out of 100. So Eric 

and his staff, hats off. 

 Conflicts Of Interest  

 
No conflicts of interest were stated by the Board. 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA  

 
All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the 

County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the 

minutes approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab. 

 

 
Minutes 

 

 
Danbury Planning Board ETJ Member Reappointment 

 

 
Chairman Wood entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

  

Commissioner Morris moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  

  

Commissioner Cox seconded the motion. The motion Passed.  

 



 INFORMATION AGENDA  

 
All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the 

County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the 

minutes approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab. 

 

 
Stokes County Inclusion on UAL 

 

 
Chairman Wood turned the floor over to Finance Director Tammy Keaton to present Stokes 

County Inclusion on the UAL. 

  

Keaton explained that she and the Finance Department were recently notified that Stokes 

County will be included on the Unit Assistance List (UAL) compiled based on the fiscal year 

2024 audited financial statements. The main reasons for this were due to internal controls and 

delayed audit submission likely stemming from turnover. Stokes County will remain on the list 

for a year and be coached in better practices.  

  

She also mentioned that the current audit is going well, being about 87% complete with a plan 

to submit ahead of schedule by late October. 

  

The Board encouraged the Department to keep working hard and use this inclusion as a 

learning opportunity. 

 

 DISCUSSION AGENDA  

 
All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the 

County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the 

minutes approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab. 

 

 
Offer to Purchase Real Property 

 

 
Chairman Wood turned the floor over to Purchasing/Project Manager Glenda Pruitt to present 

Offer to Purchase Real Property. 

  

Pruitt mentioned that an offer to purchase real property (parcel number 5974-72-9981 on High 

Bridge Road in Pinnacle, NC) was received on August 19, 2025. She requested that the item be 

moved to action so the upset bidding process could begin. 

  

With little discussion, the item was moved to the action agenda for tonight's meeting. 

 

 
Fire Service Agreement Revisions 

 

 
Chairman Wood turned the floor over to County Manager Jeff Sanborn to present Fire Service 

Agreement Revisions. 

  

Sanborn explained that process for the fire contract was ahead of schedule and explained the 

various revisions that the current draft had been through with the different departments. He 

 



also explained what areas he had added his own revisions and requested approval from the 

Board to send out this second draft for further feedback. 

  

After some discussion, the Board approved the item being sent out as a second draft.  

  

Commissioner Cox moved to approve the Fire Service Agreement Revisions. 

  

Commissioner Chandler seconded the motion. The motion Passed. 
 

Pine Hall Elementary School Property 
 

 
Chairman Wood turned the floor over to County Attorney Jennifer Michaud to present Pine 

Hall Elementary School Property. 

  

Michaud explained that moving forward would depend on if the Board wanted the Property or 

not. Discussion about who the citizens of Pine Hall would prefer to have the property, the 

BOCC or BOE, arose. There were additional concerns about recurring expenses and upkeep 

for the property while deciding what to do. 

  

After continued discussion with a few citizens of Pine Hall in attendance, the Board elected to 

keep the item on the agenda for continued discussion once they have news from the Board of 

Education. 

 

 
Request to Consider a Sunday Brunch Ordinance 

 

 
Chairman Wood turned the floor over to Assistant County Manager Amber Brown to present 

Request to Consider a Sunday Brunch Ordinance. 

  

Brown explained that in 2017, the General Assembly passed the “Brunch Bill” which enacted 

a new statute authorizing cities and counties to adopt ordinances allowing the sale of alcoholic 

beverages beginning at 10:00 am on Sundays. For those localities that have not passed an 

ordinance, which includes Stokes, state law prohibits the sale or consumption of alcoholic 

beverages before 12:00 pm on Sundays. Daniel Wilson, a local business-owner, has requested 

that the Board consider passing an ordinance permitting the extension of alcohol sales to 10:00 

am on Sundays. 

  

After some discussion, the Board agreed to the drafting of a Sunday Brunch ordinance for 

consideration. 

 

 ACTION AGENDA  

 
All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the 

County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the 

minutes approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab. 

 

 
ACAB Hunting Organization Member and Chair Appointment 

 



 
At the last meeting, Ken Sevier was nominated as the Animal Control Advisory Board Hunting 

Organization Member. The Board was polled to finalize the appointment, name a Chair and 

establish term limits.  

1. For Ken Sevier's appointment: The Board was polled. All stated Sevier. 

2. For Chair appointment: Sherry Smith was nominated. The Board was polled. All stated 

Smith. 

3. For terms ending Dec. 2026: Gerald Conrad and Ken Sevier were nominated. The 

Board was polled. All stated Conrad and Sevier. 

4. For terms ending Dec. 2027: Ellen Peric and Shannon Shaver were nominated. The 

Board was polled. All stated Peric and Shaver. 

5.  

 
Offer to Purchase Real Property 

 

 
Chairman Wood entertained a motion to approve the item as presented. 

  

Commissioner Morris moved to approve Offer to Purchase Real Property. 

  

Commissioner Cox seconded the motion. The motion Passed. 

 

 Adjournment  

 
Chairman Wood entertained a motion to adjourn. 

 

Commissioner Chandler moved to adjourn at 7:45 pm. 

 

Commissioner Morris seconded. The motion Passed. 

  

  

  

  

 

 
______________________________ 
Olivia Jessup 

Clerk to the Board 

______________________________ 
Keith Wood 
Chair 

 

 

 



Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: V.c.

Tax Office Agenda

Contact: Richard Brim, Tax Administrator

Summary: 
Consent:
1.  Monthly Reports for the month of August 2025.
     a.  Tax Collections Status Report FY 2026.
     b.  Real and Personal Releases less than $100.00 per N.C.G.S. 105-381(b).
     c.  Real and Personal Refunds less than $100.00 per N.C.G.S. 105-381(b).
2.  Real and Personal Releases more than $100.00.
3.  Real and Personal Refunds more than $100.00.
4.  Elderly Exemptions.
5.  Present-Use Value Late Applications.
6.  Public Service Companies Valuations.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Tax Office Agenda 9/18/2025 Cover Memo















































Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: V.d.

Budget Amendment

Contact: Tammy Keaton, Finance Director

Summary: 
Budget Amendment #10 - Appropriate additional Emergency Placement Funds from DHHS.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Budget Amendment 10 9/19/2025 Cover Memo





Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: VI.a.

Senior Center Expanded Services Update

Contact: Paula Hall, King Senior Center Director

Summary: 
Paula Hall will present updates on the expanded services program along with information on the
two senior centers as we celebrate National Senior Center Month. Attached is the presentation for
review ahead of the meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Senior Center Presentation 9/18/2025 Cover Memo



NATIONAL 
SENIOR CENTER 
MONTH



A SNAPSHOT

Senior center – based activities across 

Stokes County are continuing to meet 

older adults where they are, providing 

access to activities that improve overall 

health and wellness.



WALNUT 
COVE SENIOR 
CENTER



KING 

SENIOR 
CENTER



STOKES COUNTY 

SENIOR CENTER 

EXPANDED SERVICES

• Danbury

• Francisco

• Lawsonville

• Pine Hall

• Sandy Ridge



IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

Since July 1, 2025 we have served:

135 participants at Walnut Cove Senior Center

508 participants at King Senior Center

86 participants through Stokes Expanded Services





BY THE NUMBERS

According to the last US Census Data, 22.5% of the county’s population is age 65+, which is 4.6% 

higher than the state average.

NC Department of Health and Human Services reports that 88 counties in NC now have more 

adults age 60+ than youth 18 and younger.  Stokes County is among them.  

NCDHHS also projects that by 2032, there will be more adults age 65+ than youth 18 and younger. 

Over the next 20 years adults age 85+ will be the fastest growing population in the state.

Also important to note that -

76% of adults age 65+ are living with one or more chronic health condition.

49% are managing 2 or more chronic health conditions.



SENIOR CENTERS IN 
STOKES COUNTY ARE 
IMPROVING THE LIVES OF 
OLDER ADULTS

We provide free access to exercise and fitness activities that 

contribute to better health outcomes, event to those who live 

in remote areas of the county.

We offer games, educational opportunities, and cultural arts 

that stimulate the brain and postpone cognitive decline.

We create spaces for people to gather and socialize which 

decreases isolation and promotes community engagement.

We serve as central information hubs – the first stop in 

helping older adults get the support and resources they need.

We provide a place for older adults to find a purpose – for 

those who are new to the county, recently retired, want to 

improve their health, or just find themselves alone after a 

divorce or death of a spouse.



We share information through weekly 

emails, social media posts, printed 

calendars and newsletters, newspaper 

articles, digital billboards, and community 

events.  We also offer presentations about 

our senior center programs at local 

churches and community groups.  Yet our 

older adults are truly our BEST marketing 

tools!

HOW DO WE CONNECT WITH 

OUR COMMUNITIES?



They participate in annual events 

like Senior Games and community 

festivals, and they volunteer in 

their communities.



WE MOBILIZE. 

We often share ideas and highlight 

the ways our partnerships benefit the 

older adults of Stokes County!



WE ADVOCATE

WE TEACH

Beginning in September, we now 

have a weekly senior-focused 

article in the Stokes News!



WE CELEBRATE OLDER ADULTS



IN THEIR OWN WORDS

(Senior Centers) You always do such a great job keeping seniors informed about classes and 

resources for living our best life. Without our senior centers, Stokes County seniors and 

their families would be stuck in a state of hopelessness and isolation. Our commissioners 

have been a great help with funding, and I hope that will continue. It is essential and 

demonstrates appropriate care of our aging population and speaks well to those who are 

thinking of making Stokes County their home.

Blessings, 

Luann Bridle

Walnut Cove



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF 
OUR SENIOR CENTERS AND 
THE OLDER ADULTS IN 
STOKES COUNTY

Paula Hall, Director                                                                        

King Senior Center

Reba Dodson, Coordinator                                                        

Walnut Cove Senior Center



Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: VII.a.

JCPC Appointment Request

Contact: Olivia Jessup, Clerk to the Board

Summary: 
The Stokes County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council would like the Board to appoint a new
board member to serve on the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council to fill the position of “A Person
Under the Age or 21 or a member of the public representing the interests of families of at-risk
juveniles.”
 
The letter for Jaime Kehoe is attached. She will replace Elaine Habenicht on the council.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
JCPC Appointment Recommendation 9/17/2025 Cover Memo



September 17, 2025 
 

Stokes County Board of Commissioners 
Stokes County Government Center 

1014 Main Street 
Danbury, NC  27016 
 
 

 
Dear County Commissioners: 
 

  
 

The Stokes County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council would like to make the 
following recommendation for appointment of a new board member to serve on the 
Juvenile Crime Prevention Council to fill the position of “A Person Under the Age or 

21 or a member of the public representing the interests of families of at-risk 
juveniles”: 

 
 
Jaime Kehoe Guardian ad Litem Supervisor 

  
 

  
Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Reverend Kevin Kilby    
Chairperson, Stokes County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council 
 



Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: VII.b.

2025 Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund Grant Application

Contact: 

Summary: 
Stokes County Schools plans to apply for the Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund Grant
again this year. Attached is the grant application for 2025 and is due by October 3rd. Included
below is feedback from Nathan Maune, Director of School Facilities for NCDPI, regarding last
year's grant submission:
 
Stokes County Schools – FY24-25 NBPSCF Application

County Tier 1 Status = No  (Tier 2 / tied 64th – with 55 others – among 122 applications)
County Ability to Generate Tax Revenue [1-cent increase in property tax rate] = $482,840
 (44th among 122 applications)
County Ratio of Existing Debt to Tax Revenue = 0.46  (115th among 122 applications)
Project Addresses Critical Deficiencies = Yes [Category 1]  (tied 1st – with 35 others –
among 122 applications)
Project is for New School Construction or Complete Renovation = Yes [New Construction] 
(tied 1st – with 25 others – among 122 applications)
Project Consolidates two or more schools = No [Replaces 1 School]  (tied 5th – with 15
others – among 122 applications)
County received grant in previous three years = Yes  (tied 73rd – with 49 others – among 122
applications)

 
Please note – the Stokes County Schools application ranked 53rd overall among 122 applications
in the FY24-25 application cycle.  During the FY24-25 NBPSCF grant cycle, 122 applications
were received, from which 7 grants were awarded.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
NBPSCF - September 2025 9/15/2025 Cover Memo













































































































































































































Board of County Commissioners
September 22, 2025

2:00 PM

Item number: VII.c.

Ordinance Allowing Sale or Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages Before Noon on
Sundays

Contact: Amber Brown, Assistant County Manager

Summary: 
In 2017, the General Assembly passed the “Brunch Bill” (SL 2017-87 (S155) Section 4) which
enacted a new statute authorizing cities and counties to adopt ordinances allowing the sale of
alcoholic beverages beginning at 10:00 am on Sundays. For those localities that have not passed
an ordinance allowing the expansion, which includes Stokes, state law prohibits the sale or
consumption of alcoholic beverages before 12:00 noon on Sundays. Daniel Wilson, a local
business-owner, has requested that the Board consider passing an ordinance permitting the
extension to 10:00 am. Attached is the letter from Mr. Wilson detailing the request. 

At their last regular meeting, the Board unanimously agreed to consider a draft ordinance for this
provision at their meeting today. Attached is the Ordinance Allowing Sale or Consumption of
Alcoholic Beverages Before Noon on Sundays. This will be considered the first introduction of the
ordinance. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance Request 9/19/2025 Cover Memo
Draft Brunch Ordinance 9/19/2025 Ordinance



Formal Request to Pass Local Brunch 
Ordinance 
Letter to the Stokes County Board of Commissioners  

Stokes County Board of Commissioners 

P.O. Box 20 

Danbury, NC 27016 

Dear Members of the Stokes County Board of Commissioners, 

I am writing on behalf of The Big Creek Lodge, located in Westfield, NC, to respectfully 
request your consideration and support in passing a local ordinance permitting the sale of 
mixed beverages beginning at 10:00 AM on Sundays within Stokes County. 

As you are aware, the State of North Carolina has enacted the “Brunch Bill,” which 
authorizes the sale of alcoholic beverages starting at 10:00 AM on Sundays. However, this 
expanded privilege requires approval through a local ordinance before it becomes effective 
for restaurants in our county. At present, establishments such as ours remain unable to 
accommodate guests seeking to enjoy brunch with a beverage prior to noon, despite the 
state’s recognition of evolving community standards and the positive impact such 
legislation has had across North Carolina. 

The Big Creek Lodge, situated in Westfield, serves not only as a local restaurant but also as 
a destination for many overnight guests who frequent our property. Most notably, on 
Sundays, these visitors often wish to enjoy brunch before departing Stokes County to 
return to their homes. Unfortunately, the existing restriction prevents us from meeting their 
requests, as many leave the county before noon. This not only results in lost revenue for 
our business but also means the county forgoes valuable sales tax revenue that could be 
generated by these transactions. 

Passing this ordinance would not only benefit local businesses such as ours, but it would 
also provide measurable advantages for Stokes County as a whole by increasing tax 
receipts, supporting tourism, and demonstrating that our community is responsive to the 
needs of both residents and visitors. 

I respectfully urge the Board to act in favor of adopting this ordinance, aligning Stokes 
County with other progressive communities across the state that have already taken 
advantage of the opportunities presented by the “Brunch Bill.” Your support will directly 



enhance the economic vitality of our region and offer our guests the hospitality they have 
come to expect. 

Thank you for your time, consideration, and commitment to supporting local businesses 
and the broader Stokes County community. If you require additional information or would 
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Wilson 

Owner, The Big Creek Lodge 

Westfield, NC 

 



STOKES COUNTY 

ORDINANCE ALLOWING FOR THE SALE OR CONSUMPTION OF 

ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES BEFORE NOON ON SUNDAY MORNING 

 

WHEREAS, The North Carolina General Assembly AMENDED NC.G.S. §18B-1004 entitled, 

"Hours for sale and consumption," which sets forth the allowed times for sale and consumption 

of alcoholic beverages; and  

WHEREAS, section (c) of N.C.G.S. §18B-1004 provides it shall be unlawful to sell or consume 

alcoholic beverages on any licensed premises from the time at which sale or consumption must 

cease on Sunday morning until 12:00 Noon on that day; and   

WHEREAS, as amended section (c) of G.S. §18B-1004, now reads, "Except as authorized 

pursuant to G.S. §18B-112(bl), G.S. §153A-145. 7 or G.S. §160A-205.3, it shall be unlawful to 

sell or consume alcoholic beverages on any licensed premises from the time at which sale or 

consumption must cease on Sunday morning until 12:00 noon on that day;" and  

WHEREAS, Article 6 of Chapter 153A of the General Statutes was amended to add a new 

section, NC.G.S. §153A-145.7, entitled "Hours of certain alcohol sales," which now reads “In 

accordance with G.S. 18B-l004(c), a county may adopt an ordinance allowing for the sale of malt 

beverages, unfortified wine, fortified wine, and mixed beverages beginning at 10:00 A.M. on 

Sunday pursuant to the licensed premises' permit issued under G.S. §18B-1001;" and 

WHEREAS, G.S. §153A-122, authorizes the board of commissioners to make any ordinance 

adopted pursuant to this Article applicable to any part of the county not within a city.  

Now, therefore be it ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Stokes County, under the 

authority of N.C.G.S. §153A-122 and NC.G.S. §153A-145.7 that it shall be lawful to sell or 

consume alcoholic beverages beginning at 10:00 A.M. on Sunday morning in any unincorporated 

areas within Stokes County pursuant to NC.G.S.§J8B-1004(c) as authorized by the licensed 

premises' permit issued under N.C.G.S. § 18B-1001. 

 

This ordinance is adopted and shall take effect on the 22nd day of September, 2025. 

 

     STOKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

ATTEST:    _____________________________________________ 

       Keith Wood, Chairman 

 

___________________________ 

Olivia Jessup, Clerk to the Board 
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