
AGENDA
Andy Nickelston, Chairman
Jimmy Walker, Vice Chairman
Ronnie Mendenhall,  Commissioner
Rick Morris, Commissioner
Jamie Yontz, Commissioner
 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, October 28, 2019

1014 MAIN STREET
DANBURY, NC 27016

6:00 PM

Call to Order

Invocation

Pledge of Allegiance

I. Approval of the Agenda

II. Comments - Managers/Commissioners

III. Public Comments

IV. Consent Agenda

a. Minutes
b. Budget Amendments
c. Tax Administration

V. Information Agenda

a. FTCC Update
b. Fire Marshal -ISO Ratings/Fire Prevention Month

VI. Discussion Agenda

a. Stokes County Health Department -Annual Health Report and Vaccine
Fee Schedule

b. LKC Engineering
c. Finance options FY 19-20 Equipment Purchase
d. Sales Tax Referendum
e. Fiddlers Lane -Request for Addition



f. Animal Control Advisory Board - Revised Ordinance Request
g. PTRDC Appointment Request
h. Propane Vehicles
i. Court House Parking Lot-Change Order
j. County Employee Christmas Meal
k. 2020 Meeting Calendar

VII. Action Agenda

a. Stokes County Water and Sewer Authority-Appointment Request
b. Walnut Cove Senior Center Advisory Council Appointment Request
c. Fire Commission Vacancies

VIII. Closed Session

a. Closed Session

IX. Adjournment
*Anyone with a disability(is) who needs an accommodation to participate in this meeting is
requested to inform us 48 hours prior to the scheduled time of the affected group meeting

*Attachments may be delivered before or at the time of the meeting
*Times may vary due to times preset for agenda items



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: IV.a.

Minutes

Contact: Shannon Shaver

Summary: 
Consent for Approval:
 
Planning Meeting Minutes - October 1, 2019
Regular Meeting Minutes - October 14, 2019

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
October 1, 2019 Planning Meeting Minutes 10/21/2019 Cover Memo
October 14, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes 10/23/2019 Cover Memo
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  )          OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

     )          STOKES COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

COUNTY OF STOKES  )          DANBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 

     )          TUESDAY OCTOBER 1, 2019  
   

  

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met  

 

for a regular session (Planning) in the Commissioners’ Chambers of the Ronald Wilson Reagan   

 

Memorial Building (Administration Building) located in Danbury, North Carolina on Tuesday  

 

October 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm with the following members present: 

     

   

Chairman Andy Nickeslton 

Commissioner Ronnie Mendenhall 

Commissioner Rick Morris   

Commissioner Jamie Yontz  

 

Absent: 

Vice Chairman Jimmy Walker 

       

    County Personnel in Attendance: 

    County Manager Jake M. Oakley  

    Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver 

                          Planning Director David Sudderth 

     

       

Chairman Nickelston called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. 

  

INVOCATION 

 

 Chairman Nickelston delivered the invocation.  

 

  

GENERAL GOVERNMENT-GOVERNING BODY-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chairman Nickelston invited those in attendance to join the Board in the Pledge of  

 

 Allegiance.   

 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT – GOVERNING BODY – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to approve or amend the October 1st Agenda. 
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Commissioner Mendenhall moved to approve the October 1st Agenda as presented.  

 

Commissioner Morris seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for public comments at 7:03pm. 

 

The following spoke during public comments: 

 

David Hairston 1125 Adams Ridge Road Walnut Cove, NC 27052 

Linda Hicks 1130 Rock Road Madison, NC 27025 

E.A. Buddy Timm PO Box 573 Walnut Cove, NC 27052 

Tim Mabe Walnut Cove, NC 

Amos Elvis King, NC 

Ramona Timm PO Box 573 Walnut Cove, NC 27052 

Robert Knight 1220 Hubbie Moore Road Lawsonville, NC 27022 

 

 

With no further speakers Chairman Nickelston closed the time for public comments at 7:25pm. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION/ACTION AGENDAS 

Chairman Nickelston turned the floor over to Planning Director David Sudderth. 

Planning Director David Sudderth presented the following information to the Board. 

 

STAFF REPORT 
                                   Lick Creek Solar  

               RA to M-1-CZ #19-891 

 
REQUEST:  Lick Creek Solar is requesting to rezone approximately 616.67 acres from RA  

(Residential Agricultural) to M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning) for a  

“Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Facility”. All parcels are located in Sauratown Township. 

 

SITE OWNERS: DFC Stokes LLC, DFC Stokes 2 LLC, Tex Mabe, Tim Mabe, Deborah Mabe 

 

 APPLICANT:  Lick Creek Solar 

 

SITE LOCATION: The properties are not currently addressed. The parcels are located off of 

Burton Loop Rd. (SR# 1920), Oldtown Rd. (SR# 1918). Farmer Rd. (SR# 1917) 

 

PARCEL INFROMATION: 
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Parcel 697303435270 – Tex Mabe, Tim Mabe, Deborah Mabe – 34.23 acres – Deed Book/Page – 

570/230 Farmer Rd. 

 

Parcel 697303331081 – Tim Mabe, Deborah Mabe – 78.02 acres - Deed Book/Page – 383/327 

Oldtown Rd. 

 

Parcel 697300514188 – Tim Mabe, Deborah Mabe – 117.66 acres - Deed Book/Page – 420/1109 

Farmer Rd. 

 

Portion of Parcel 697303127433 – Tex Mabe, Tim Mabe, Deborah Mabe – 34.84 acres - Deed 

Book/Page – 570/230 Oldtown Rd. 

 

Portion of Parcel 6972286901 – DFC Stokes LLC, DFC Stokes 2 LLC – 351.92 acres Deed Book/Page 

640/2484 – Burton Loop. Rd & Martin Luther King Jr. Rd. 

 

 

SITE INFORMATION: 

 

 TOTAL PARCEL(s) SIZE: Approximately 616.67 acres 

 

REZONING PARCEL SIZE: Total tract approximately 616.67 acres  

 

 ZONING DISTRICT: RA (Residential Agricultural) 

 

PROPOSED DISTRICT: M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning) for a 

Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Facility (50 ac megawatt) production 

 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA: Portions of each of the proposed parcels for rezoning are 

located in a flood hazard area along the Town Fork Creek. (See map) 

 

FIRM MAP #: 37106966200J 

 

FIRM MAP ZONE: Portion of parcels proposed to be utilized for solar panels are 

located in Zone X, which is an area determined to be outside the 500-year floodplain. 

Portions of each parcel are also located within zone AE. The AE zone is an area 

determined to be within the 1% annual chance floodplain, (100-year floodplain) where 

base flood elevations are determined.  

 

 WATERSHED DISTRICT: Parcels not located in a drinking supply watershed area. 

  

SEPTIC/WATER APPROVAL: N/A -The site will not need septic or water. 

 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS: N/A 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: FIRE – Walnut Cove (Station 35) EMS- Walnut Cove 

(101) 
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EROSION CONTROL: The applicant and their engineering firm, (Kimley-Horn) are 

aware of the need to be approved for an erosion control plan from NCDEQ prior to any 

land disturbing activities. 

 

ACCESS: The applicant has made NCDOT aware of the potential need to obtain 

commercial driveway permits. If approved the applicant will be required to apply to 

NCDOT for commercial driveway access permits off of each state road they propose an 

access point. 

 

TRAFFIC: Average daily traffic counts of roads serving the proposed parcels. 

 

Average daily traffic counts are from 2016 and are as follows: (vpd)-vehicles per day 

 

o Old Town Road SR# 1918: 1800 vehicles per day (vpd); 

o Burton Loop SR# 1920: no counts available; 

o MLK Jr. SR# 1921: 1900 vpd near NC 65E; 1200 vpd east of Crestview 

Drive; 

o Farmer Road SR# 1917: 1300 vpd between Old Town Road and US 311.  No 

counts available south of Old Town Road. 

 

 

SURROUNDING LAND USE: The proposed project is located on multiple parcels accessed by 

four (4) state roads. The four (4) proposed parcels submitted for conditional rezoning located off 

of Oldtown Rd. and Farmer Rd. are bordered by residential and agricultural property as is the 

property that is located off of Burton Loop. Rd. The density of development in the area 

surrounding the proposed solar facility is relatively low. 

 

 

ISSUES TO CONSIDER: 

 Potential tax base increase due to commercial property and roll back tax. 

 Best utilization of existing land 

 Sustainable energy source 

 Short term job creation  

 Long term effects of the project 

 Compatibility with surrounding development 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: This rezoning request comes to the Board as a conditional rezoning 

from RA (Residential Agricultural) to M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning) for a 

Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Facility, 50ac megawatt production. The Board may discuss 

this application in detail. The applicant is requesting this rezoning to create a location for a +/-

1,135 acre multi-parcel facility with portions of the facility proposed to be located in Walnut 

Cove’s jurisdiction, (+/- 518.33 acres) and Stokes County’s jurisdiction (+/- 616.67 acres).  

 

A portion of each of the proposed parcels is located in a flood zone as shown on the county flood 

maps. The developer has proposed to avoid these areas of the respective properties in the 

placement of the solar panels and associated equipment. The applicant has stated that 
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approximately 475 acres of the proposed area will be utilized for the project after the flood prone 

areas and wetlands are deducted. 

 

The applicant has submitted information stating that the project would consist of 179,500 panels 

for the total project and approximately 108,000 panels would be located in the county’s 

jurisdiction. The project is engineered to have an operating life span of at least 25 years. The 

applicant has stated they have not determined a manufacturer but states the panels will most 

likely be poly-crystalline approximately six (6) ft. x three (3) ft. in dimension situated twelve 

(12) ft. off the ground. The applicant states in their submitted site plan the solar facility will be 

enclosed with fencing eight (8) ft. tall with an additional two (2) ft. of barbed wire.  

 

The proposed facility has received approval from the NC Utilities Commission to construct a 

facility if approved by the local jurisdictions. Lick Creek Solar has filed an updated site plan to 

the commission to reflect was is being proposed.  

 

A utility substation will have to be constructed by Duke Energy to be able to utilize the 

electricity produced by the facility. This substation and interconnection point is being proposed 

to be built on property between NC 65 E and Stokesburg Rd. in the Town of Walnut Cove. All of 

the parcels associated with this proposed project located in the Town of Walnut Cove’s 

jurisdiction are owned by John R. Parsons. 

 

The Town of Walnut Cove approved the rezoning request of the properties in late August and the 

Walnut Cove Board of Adjustment approved a conditional use permit for the request on 

September 3, 2019 to allow the Solar Photovoltaic facility to proceed.  

 

After reviewing the submitted documentation by the applicant for the proposed conditional use 

rezoning the Planning staff sees no problem with this request and feels that the creation of a 

Utility Scale Solar facility on these tracts of land will assist in increasing the tax base as well as 

assisting in creating short term employment opportunities. The conditional zoning aspect of the 

request limits the properties to the request as submitted and the nature of large scale solar 

facilities with their leasing agreements and large revenue expenditures help keep the use of these 

properties the same for 25 to 30 years. The proposed fifty (50 ac) megawatt electric production 

anticipated by the developer will be sold to Duke Energy. The NC General Assembly has set a 

minimum percentage (8%) for renewable power generation for Duke Energy by 2025. 

 

The conditional zoning process allows the Boards to request conditions on the request. The 

Town of Walnut Cove approved a Conditional Use permit with stated conditions that were 

acceptable by the applicant. The Planning staff recommends that if the county approves the 

Conditional Rezoning request that it requires some of the same conditions as was approved in the 

Conditional Use permit approved by the Town of Walnut Cove’s Board of Adjustment. These 

conditions would create a consistent seamless project for both the community and the developer. 

The following recommended conditions with a slight wording modification are as follows.  

 

Decommissioning. Within 6 months after the solar energy facility has ceased to produce electricity 

and the facility has reached its useful life, the owner of the facility shall immediately initiate the 

decommissioning plan for the facility. 
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Recycling. As part of decommissioning, the owner of the facility shall fully recycle all materials 

as reasonably possible. 

Landscaping. The panels shall be reasonably concealed from view by either natural vegetation or 

planted evergreen vegetation.  When relying on existing vegetation, the buffer shall be no less than 

50 feet in width.  When using planted vegetation to conceal the fence and panels in locations where 

there is no view from a residential structure, the applicant shall plant a staggered double row of 

evergreens.  In locations where the facilities can be viewed from a residential structure, the 

applicant shall use three rows of evergreens, staggered.  When using planted vegetation to conceal 

the facility, the vegetative buffer shall be no less than 20 feet in width.  The final landscaping plans 

shall be approved by the Planning Director or his designee to ensure compliance with this 

condition. 

From the county’s perspective the Planning staff would recommend the applicant/developer 

submit a final site plan showing a detail layout of the facility including location of all solar panels 

and associated equipment, including access points, interior service roads, setbacks and vegetative 

buffers existing and planted. The county would also recommend that all setbacks for the facility 

adhere to the front yard setback as prescribed in the Stokes County Zoning Ordinance for the M-1 

(Light Manufacturing) district Section 91.4 Dimensional Requirements which is fifty (50) feet. A 

facility of this type doesn’t have a traditional side or rear yard. This is consistent to what the Town 

of Walnut Cove’s ordinance requires as a perimeter setback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF CONSISTENCY AND REASONABLENESS: 

I have included example Statements of Consistency and Reasonableness supporting the request 

and opposing the request for your review. The Board must decide if the rezoning petition meets 

the requirements of the Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive Plan as to its consistency with the 

current development patterns and to the appropriateness of the request in regards to the guide. 

All decisions must be based on these standards. Please make all motions for approval or 

disapproval referencing the petitions consistency or non-consistency with the Stokes 

County 2035 Comprehensive Plan. 

  

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING: The applicant submitted a report for two (2) Public 

Information Meetings for this proposal. This first meeting was on Thursday, June 27, 2019 at 

5:30 pm at the Walnut Cove Public Library. The second meeting was held on Tuesday, July 30, 

2019 at 5:30 pm at the Walnut Cove Library. 

   (See Attachment D for attendance and minutes of the meeting)  
 

 

STOKES COUNTY PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

1014 MAIN STREET PO BOX 20 DANBURY, NC 27016 
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OFFICE 336-593-2439 OR 336-593-2444  FAX: 336-593-5434 

 

Conditional Rezoning Petition 

Statement of Consistency and Reasonableness 

Case No.   #19-891 

Applicant:   Lick Creek Solar 

Property Owner(s): Tex Mabe, Tim Mabe, Deborah Mabe, DFC Stokes LLC, DFC 

Stokes 2 LLC 
Parcel ID# 697303435270, 697303331081, 697300514188, 697303127433     

6972286901,  
Location: Located off of Oldtown Rd. (SR#1918), Farmer Rd. (SR#1917), 

Burton Loop Rd. SR# 1920 

Proposed Amendment: Rezone approximately 616.67 acres from RA to M-1-CZ for a 

    “Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Facility”    

         

The Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive Plan identifies portions of the county through the Land 

Use Transect methodology, which shows transition zones between rural areas and more 

urbanized areas of the county. The proposed rezoning is best described in the transect zone 

identified as G-1 Low Density Growth Areas. This (G-1) transect zone is established to 

encourage Low Density development.  

 

The proposed development is for an M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing operation for a “Utility Scale 

Photovoltaic Facility”. 
 

The use of the property for the development Utility Scale Photovoltaic Facility should fit into 

this G-1 Low-Density Transect Zone as identified in the Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive 

plan.  

 

This proposed amendment is consistent with the Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive Plan and 

other adopted plans in that:  The parcel is currently zoned RA (Residential Agricultural) and the 

requested zoning district is M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning). The request for 

a “Utility Scale Photovoltaic Facility” Solar Farm is a permitted use in the M-1-CZ (Light 

Manufacturing Conditional Zoning District). The G-1 Low Density Transect Zone is an area 

primarily for Low-Density residential development. Utility Scale Photovoltaic Facilities are not 

specifically mentioned in the Stokes 2035 Plan but the nature of the facility as more of a public 

utility serving the community fit into this area as a low density type of infrastructure 

development. The plan does encourage investments that maximize and improve existing 

infrastructure. There are no homes or residents to provide services to and the facility once 

constructed does not generate a large amount of traffic. The proposed site is adjacent to 

properties located in the Town of Walnut Cove and the Walnut Cove ETJ that have been rezoned 

and issued a conditional use permit for a portion of this proposed large scale solar facility. The 

poor soils in the area not conducive for development plus the Town of Walnut Cove’s planning 

actions of approving the facility indicate that this may be the best use of the land in the area at 

the current time. The proposed facility should also be considered in the potential commercial 

growth of the county as there is a potential revenue increase with the construction and operation 

of the facility. 
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The proposed use of this property is consistent with the Low Density development in the G-1 

Low Density Growth Areas as identified in the Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

This proposed amendment is reasonable and in the public interest in that:  The property is 

currently zoned RA (Residential Agricultural) and is being proposed to be rezoned to an 

M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning) district. This property is located in an 

area with limited residential development and large tracts of vacant land. The proposed 

parcels have limited development options due to the lack of public services. The placement 

of a Utility Scale Photovoltaic Facility with adequate buffers and safeguards in this area 

seems to be a reasonable request. 

 

The following individuals involved with the Lick Creek LLC request were present at the meeting 

to provide information or answer questions: 

 

Karen Kemerait - Attorney 

Tommy Cleveland - Engineer 

Richard Kirkland – Appraiser 

Cullen Morris – Project Manager 

Cory Howell – Civil Engineer 

 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any comments/questions/concerns from the Board of 

Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Morris noted that he had a prepared statement and 33 questions concerning this 

topic. He noted that the questions and the answers once he had received them would all be 

available on his blog at rickmorriscommissioner.com. Commissioner Morris stated that he 

intended to vote in favor of this but that he did have some concerns. Commissioner Morris 

requested that the county form a policy on solar farms and asked that this be on the next 

Commissioners Meeting Agenda. He also noted that the meeting is being livestreamed and 

recorded. 

 

Commissioner Morris read the following statement: 

 

Based on information I have received and events that have occurred prior to this meeting it’s my 

intention to approve the zoning request that is before us tonight.  In making this statement, I’m 

assuming no new information surfaces that would change my mind.  The information and 

previous events I’m referring to that support my decision are summarized below: 

 The surrounding property owners and other residents of the community that are near the 

proposed solar farm appear to be supportive of the project. 
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 The Town of Walnut-Cove Board formally approved their piece of the Lick Creek 

Project.   

 The Stokes County Planning Director supports the zoning request. 

 The Stokes County Planning Board unanimously approved the zoning request with one 

abstention. 

 The project will provide a positive revenue stream at some level for the county 

government along with jobs for local folks who will construct the project. 

 Within reason and legal bounds, I feel property owners should be able to utilize their land 

in whatever manner they desire.   

Given my decision at this time to vote in favor of this zoning request that does not mean I don’t 

have concerns and many questions about solar projects of this scope and how they fit into the 

unique aspects of Stokes County.  I feel this project has triggered a need for this board of 

commissioners to develop a policy that addresses the development of additional solar farms in 

Stokes County.  I will be asking that this policy issue be placed on the Discussion Agenda for the 

board’s next regular meeting since until a few weeks ago we didn’t even have a fee schedule for 

the permitting of large commercial solar farms in the county.  I would like to use tonight’s 

meeting to ask questions about this project and to use the information gained as part of the effort 

to developed informed county zoning policy to address future solar farm zoning requests.  I 

would also like to make it clear that if I vote in favor of the zoning request that is before us 

tonight, I do not consider my vote to be precedent setting for any future solar farm zoning 

request.  I would hope all future requests of this nature will be evaluated based on a new 

comprehensive zoning policy for solar farms that does not yet exists.  I feel we owe it to our 

constituents who are not directly engaged in this discussion a policy that protects them from any 

potential negative effects that might result from the approval of additional large commercial 

solar farms in the county.  As stated earlier, I also plan to post information gained through our 

meeting tonight and other follow-on meetings on my blog to help educate and communicate with 

as many residents as possible on this project and future solar projects.  At this time, I would like 

to ask some questions and Yes or No answers are acceptable or longer answers are also OK.  If 

none of the participants in the room have an answer I would like a written answer to be provided 

within a reasonable period that can be included in the record.  

1. Based on comments from the attorney representing Lick Creek Solar the N.C. Utilities 

Commission considered the Lick Creek Solar Farm starting in 2017.  My question then 

was why did we in Stokes County only hear about this project a few months ago? 

2. Is the only contractual relationship for this project between the Lick Creek LLC and the 

individual project landowners? 

3. Is the county’s only involvement on this project after its approval the enforcement of 

the zoning and permitting regulations? 

4. Are most commercial solar farms are done by LLCs and if so, why? 

5. Will Lick Creek LLC own this project for the duration of the project, or will it be sold 

to new owners?  If sold would the new owners be bound by the same terms and 

conditions of the project’s approval by Stokes County and Walnut Cove? 

6. Would Duke Energy Renewables ever be a potential owner of this project? 
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7. Is Lick Creek Solar LLC bonded for this project to protect landowners and the county 

against any failure to comply with the agreements such as the decommissioning plan? If 

bonded at what funding level would it be bonded? 

8. Discuss Richard’s revenue chart in book on Fowler Road solar project. 

9. What will the tax revenue stream look like for Stokes County with the approval of this 

project and does the tax revenue stream increase or decrease over time or stay the same? 

Note charts in handout on pages 3 and 7. Tax revenue levels not impressive to me. 

10. What type and levels of insurance will Lick Creek LLC carry on this project? 

11.  Is Lick Creek Solar or the landowner ultimately responsible for reclamation of the land 

when the solar farm is gone? 

12. Is there a pond or lake on the property and if so, will it remain intact? 

13. When the project is decommissioned will the disturbance to the soil cause the land to be 

unsuitable for sewer systems as disturbed soil does on other sewer projects? 

14. The Kirkland Appraisal says the property owners near the project should not worry 

about property values decreasing.  Would you verify that this is your position on the 

project? 

15. From your experience would an appraisal company like Kirkland consider a large solar 

farm that could be viewed from Moore’s Knob or Hanging Rock in the state park to be 

in harmony with the park and surrounding land parcels? 

16. Is any type of environmental impact study required prior to constructing the Lick Creek 

Project like the ones that might be required for a new golf course? 

17. Can you guarantee that there will be no herbicide or chemical runoff issues caused by 

the project? I saw in documentation that Roundup will be used and there is a current 

lawsuit with that product. 

18. Can you assure us that water runoff from the panels and the solar field property will not 

increase to a level that it will cause damage downstream? 

19. Will there be any noticeable impact to Town Fork Creek by this project? 

20. Could you elaborate on your plans to deal with the land that lies within a special flood 

hazard that is described in the Notes section of the map; and, is this the 100-year flood 

plain that is referenced in the handout material? 

21. Should people in proximity of the solar farm do any baseline testing of their wells or 

ponds to have this data available for comparison purposes down the road? 

22. Will the panels used on this project have lead in them? 

23. Would Lick Creek have a problem submitting a written certification on the material 

makeup of the panels once the decision is made on the exact panel that will be used? 

24.  Do you have any lessons learned, either positive or negative, from other solar farm 

projects that you have been involved with? 

25. Does the final site plan need to come back to the Planning Board or BOCC for approval 

or will that be done by the Planning Department? 

26. Will batteries be introduced to this project site in the future and if so, will that present 

any issues that have not been discussed in the current proposal? 
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27. What will be the effect on this project if rapid advances are made in solar technology; 

and, could this project be rendered obsolete or would new technology be integrated into 

this site?  

28. Does vested rights request in our packet mean that Lick Creek Solar has 5 years to start 

construction on the project? 

29. Have any solar farm LLCs gone bankrupt like the Solyndra Company did and could 

something like a large reduction in solar subsidies or changes in tax exemptions by 

legislators result in bankruptcies? 

30. Who is Silver Creek Solar and are they involved in this project?  Also, did Silver Creek 

Solar have any connection to Solyndra? 

31.  Have any of you encountered any unintended consequences with previous solar farms 

you have dealt with either positive or negative?  

32. Could you explain the 15-member panel that will be establishing solar 

decommissioning standards by 2022 and will this project have to comply with the new 

standards, or will it be grandfathered? 

 

(Chairman Nickelston called for a 5-minute recess at 8:55 pm) 

(Chairman Nickelston called the meeting back to order at 9:03 pm) 

 

Commissioner Yontz noted that several of the questions he had were answered during the 

meeting. Commissioner Yontz did inquire about the depreciation schedule, GenX, Teflon, and 

possible soil sampling. 

 

A representative on behalf of Lick Creek Solar stated that he could not definitively answer the 

depreciation question, and that is was not common for Boards to request soil sampling. He stated 

that this would be something if the Board wanted to do that they certainly could but not 

something the solar company does. He also noted that he could not say for sure whether Teflon is 

present in the panels. 

 

Commissioner Yontz noted that his main concern was that there was no definitive answer 

concerning the environmental effects and that he would want some scientific evidence. 

 

Commissioner Mendenhall reviewed the information covered in every planning board meeting. 

He noted that this plan is recommended by the Planning Board and is consistent with the 2035 

Plan and is a reasonable request. Commissioner Mendenhall noted that Commissioner Yontz 

brought up the Teflon and he wanted to sure if something did happen that is unfavorable who 

would be liable. 

 

Attorney Karen Kermerait confirmed that Lick Creek LLC would be completely liable.  

 

Commissioner Morris continued with a request for Lick Creek LLC to report what the solar 

panels are actually made of with a written certification of the materials. He also noted that he 
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was concerned about herbicides, with Roundup being specifically mentioned, and the danger of 

runoff with this being so close to Town Fork Creek.  

 

A representative on behalf of Lick Creek Solar noted that the manufacturer provides a MSDS 

which is a list of all the materials included and that the equipment is UL Certified. He also noted 

that anyone applying the herbicides to clear the land will be a licensed professional and the 

chemicals will be licensed.  

 

A representative on behalf of Lick Creek Solar spoke about the disturbance of land and that all 

requirements will be followed set forth by NC DEQ to prevent any issue with runoff. 

 

Chairman Nickelston noted that most of his questions had been answered during the meeting but 

that he did want to confirm that the County would not be liable in any event of an issue from this 

project. 

 

Commissioner Morris noted that he had prepared a closing statement and read as follows: 

 

I would like to reiterate my earlier statement that a comprehensive solar farm policy is needed in 

Stokes County and it’s this boards’ job to develop that policy for our constituents who place us 

in these elected positions to protect their interests.  Stokes County is a very scenic county 

anchored by a high-altitude state park that supports a growing tourism industry and the 

associated tourism revenue.  I think our solar farm policy should be very specifically tailored to 

the unique tourism and agricultural activities that are the foundation of this county.  I also think 

we should treat the development and operation of the Lick Creek Project as our “canary in the 

coal mine” to warn us and provide lessons learned as we consider any future requests for 

additional solar farms.  Solar farms do not fit my personal definition of economic development 

though they do provide what I would consider a less than desired level of tax revenue.  In my 

opinion solar technology is nowhere near the level of maturity and efficiency that it should be for 

deployment.  I think the funding for solar should instead be provided to a national laboratory or 

private R&D concern to gain more technical maturity.  My point is illustrated by the large 

amounts of land and taxpayer subsidies required to generate a relatively small amount of electric 

power, which also results in increased power costs for users at all income levels who really can’t 

afford the increases.  Therefore, I usually refer to solar with the acronym PEP, Political Electric 

Power.  As we move forward with our county solar policy development, I will request that we 

invite proponents and non-proponents of solar power to provide the board information, so we 

ensure we have the facts on both sides of the argument to develop a well-balanced solar policy.  I 

do hope the Lick Creek Project works out well for Walnut Cove and the surrounding area and for 

all the contractors and businesses who will be involved in the development and construction of 

the project.  Hopefully future advances in technology will make solar power a “no brainer” for 

everyone.  This would keep it from tying up thousands of acres of land for decades at a time, 

land that may be needed for numerous other important purposes.          
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Planning Director David Sudderth noted that zoning petitions are approved every day and there 

is nothing to hold the county liable for the land use activity after the fact. 

          

  

ACTION 
 

With no further discussion Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion regarding the request by 

applicant Lick Creek Solar to rezone approximately 616.67 acres from RA  

   (Residential Agricultural) to M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning) for a  

  “Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Facility” with the conditions as presented in the staff report 

which are:  

Decommissioning: Within 6 months after the solar energy facility has ceased to produce electricity 

and the facility has reached its useful life, the owner of the facility shall immediately initiate the 

decommissioning plan for the facility. 

Recycling: As part of decommissioning, the owner of the facility shall fully recycle all materials 

as reasonably possible. 

Landscaping: The panels shall be reasonably concealed from view by either natural vegetation or 

planted evergreen vegetation.  When relying on existing vegetation, the buffer shall be no less than 

50 feet in width.  When using planted vegetation to conceal the fence and panels in locations where 

there is no view from a residential structure, the applicant shall plant a staggered double row of 

evergreens.  In locations where the facilities can be viewed from a residential structure, the 

applicant shall use three rows of evergreens, staggered.  When using planted vegetation to conceal 

the facility, the vegetative buffer shall be no less than 20 feet in width.  The final landscaping plans 

shall be approved by the Planning Director or his designee to ensure compliance with this 

condition. 

Setbacks: Fifty feet from any property line 

 This request is consistent with the Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive Plan and is a       

reasonable request. 

Commissioner Morris made a motion regarding the request by applicant Lick Creek Solar to 

rezone approximately 616.67 acres from RA  

   (Residential Agricultural) to M-1-CZ (Light Manufacturing Conditional Zoning) for a  

  “Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Facility” with the conditions as presented in the staff report 

which are:  

Decommissioning: Within 6 months after the solar energy facility has ceased to produce electricity 

and the facility has reached its useful life, the owner of the facility shall immediately initiate the 

decommissioning plan for the facility. 

Recycling: As part of decommissioning, the owner of the facility shall fully recycle all materials 

as reasonably possible. 
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Landscaping: The panels shall be reasonably concealed from view by either natural vegetation or 

planted evergreen vegetation.  When relying on existing vegetation, the buffer shall be no less than 

50 feet in width.  When using planted vegetation to conceal the fence and panels in locations where 

there is no view from a residential structure, the applicant shall plant a staggered double row of 

evergreens.  In locations where the facilities can be viewed from a residential structure, the 

applicant shall use three rows of evergreens, staggered.  When using planted vegetation to conceal 

the facility, the vegetative buffer shall be no less than 20 feet in width.  The final landscaping plans 

shall be approved by the Planning Director or his designee to ensure compliance with this 

condition. 

Setbacks: Fifty feet from any property line 

 This request is consistent with the Stokes County 2035 Comprehensive Plan and is a       

reasonable request. 

 

Commissioner Mendenhall seconded the motion. 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for discussion/questions/comments 

 

With no further discussion the motion carried with a 3-1 vote with Commissioner Yontz voting 

against the motion. 

 

Adjournment  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Nickelston entertained a  

 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Mendenhall moved to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Morris seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:53pm. 

 

 

 
_________________________                                  _____________________________  

Shannon Shaver     Andy Nickelston  

Clerk to the Board                Chairman  

 

 

 
 

 



15 
October 1, 2019 Planning Meeting 

 



STATE OF NORTH
CAROLINA
 
COUNTY OF STOKES

)
)
)
)

OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONERS
STOKES COUNTY
GOVERNMENT
DANBURY, NORTH
CAROLINA
MONDAY OCTOBER 14, 2019

 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met for a regular
session in the Commissioners' Chambers of the Ronald Wilson Reagan Memorial Building
(Administration Building) located in Danbury, North Carolina on Monday October 14, 2019 at 6:00
pm with the following members present:
 
Board of Commissioners Present: Chairman Andy Nickelston, Vice Chairman Jimmy Walker,
Commissioner Ronnie Mendenhall, and Commissioner Rick Morris
 
Absent: Commissioner Yontz
 
County Administration Present: County Manager Jake Oakley, Assistant County Manager/Clerk to
the Board Shannon Shaver, Finance Director Julia Edwards, and County Attorney Ty Browder
 

 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Nickelston called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order.

INVOCATION

Commissioner Morris delivered the Invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Nickelston lead the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and invited those in attendance to
join.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chairman Nickelston noted that there was an item requested to add to the agenda concerning
county employees being allowed to use their county ID for voter ID. This item was received today
and is due back to the State Board of Elections by October 26th.Commissioner Mendenhall moved
to to aprove the amended agenda.

Commissioner Morris seconded the motion. The motion Passed.
Absent: Yontz

COMMENTS - Managers/Commissioners

Commissioner Morris welcomed those in attendance and those watching at home through



YouTube.
 
Vice Chairman Walker welcomed those in attendance and those watching at home and noted that
there was a variety of folks in the audience tonight and is interested to hear why everyone is here.
He noted he attended a meeting recently concerning the opioid crisis and received some valuable
information.
 
Commissioner Mendenhall welcomed those in attendance and those watching at home and noted
that he always likes to see people participate in local government. He noted that it was good to see a
full house and looked forward to a good meeting.
 
Chairman Nickelston welcomed those in attendance and those watching at home. He asked that
everyone keep Commissioner Yontz and his wife in their prayers as they have the flu.
 
County Manager Oakley welcomed those in attendance and those watching at home.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Nickelston noted that there were three individual signed up for public comments. Public
Comments began at 6:15 pm and concluded at 6:26 pm.
 
The following individuals spoke during public comments:
 
 
Ellen Peric
1095 Wheeler Smith Road
Lawsonville, NC 27022
 
RE: Arts Update
 
Apple Gallery - October
The Stokes County Arts Council is featuring the artwork of Kitty Ray Brown at The Apple Gallery
in Danbury. Her exhibit, on display throughout October, features Impressionist Landscape
Paintings, Oils and Archival Photography. 
Brown worked in the Art Department at Pembroke University and spent decades designing fine
jewelry using precious stones and metals. After retirement, she became a professional photographer,
taught by Jesse Moore. More recently, Brown has studied Impressionist Landscape Art under
Craig Richards.

She has won several awards from contests sponsored by the Spencer-Penn Centre in Virginia and
has had her flower photographs made into woven tapestries for hotels and resorts around the world.

“I have owned and used a camera since my early teens. I carry it constantly and make pictures
every day.  Now that I create Impressionist Landscape Paintings, I use my photographs as
inspiration,” said Brown.

. Reception was held Oct 11th  .

 

Classes

Beginning Wheel Throwing – Begins Oct 15th to Nov 19th



Join us for Beginner Wheel Throwing at The Arts Place. This six week course meets every
Tuesday beginning Tuesday, October 15th and runs through Tuesday, November 19. In this class
you will learn how to prepare the clay, center the clay on the wheel, create cylinders, bowls, mugs,
and plates. Instructor Anne-Gaillard Duddy has an MFA in Ceramics and has been creating
beautiful, award-winning pottery for over a decade. Registration is $150 and includes all materials.

Intermediate Wheel Throwing – begins Oct 17th to Nov 21

Join us for Intermediate Wheel Throwing at The Arts Place. This six week course meets every
Thursday beginning October 17th and runs through Thursday, November 21. In this class we will
focus on making lids to fit jars and teapots with knobs for each as well. You will also learn how to
make sets of wares. Instructor Anne-Gaillard Duddy has an MFA in Ceramics and has been
creating beautiful, award-winning pottery for over a decade. Registration is $150 and includes all
materials.

Opening Reception – Tony Brown Homecoming Celebration

This October, North Carolina is rolling out the red carpet for one of its own: legendary country
music producer, Tony Brown. The Stokes County Arts Council, in tandem with the North Carolina
Arts Councils 2019 state-wide campaign: Come Hear NC, are celebrating Brown’s
accomplishments with a 4-day Homecoming Celebration from October 17 to October 20. Born
and raised in Walkertown, Brown got his start playing keys for Elvis before becoming President of
MCA Records Nashville. During that time, MCA Nashville was awarded Label of the Year for 10
years straight. Brown went on to produce over 100 number one singles for the most well-known
names in country music: George Strait, Reba, Trisha Yearwood, Lyle Lovett and countless others.
Tony Browns Homecoming Celebration will kick-off on Thursday, October 17 with a reception at
Moore’s Springs Manor, 1229 Hall Road, Westfield. Tickets are $30 general admission, $25 for
Stokes Arts Members. Opening reception festivities include an appearance and interview with Tony
Brown, book signing, video and images from his career, light hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar.

 

Singers, Songs and Stories – Tony Brown Homecoming Celebration

Friday, October 18, 2019 join us for “Singers, Songs, and Stories” with Tony Brown at The Arts
Place of Stokes, 502 Main Street, Danbury. This presentation of songs produced by Tony Brown
and performed by local musicians with commentary from Tony. Songs by George Strait, Reba
McEntire, Vince Gill, Trisha Yearwood, Marty Stuart, Patty Loveless, Lyle Lovett, and Nanci
Griffith.

Tickets are $30 general admission, $25 for Stokes Arts Members

 

Tony Brown Homecoming Finale

The Homecoming Celebration concludes with a NC Music Hall of Fame presentation and
homecoming finale on Sunday, October 20th at the Walkertown High School Auditorium, 5240
Sullivantown Road, Walkertown. The finale features a concert by EmiSunshine, special guests and
more. Tickets are $15 General Admission, $5 Ages 18 & Under. All Opening Reception and
“Singers, Songs, and Stories” ticketholders/attendees receive free admission to the Sunday event!

 

Mask Workshop – Day of the Dead – Oct 26th – 10am to 1pm            The Arts Place

Each year people in Latin America celebrate on October 31st and November 1st, Day of the Dead,
a festival filled of colors, music, dance and food to honor their loved ones who have passed on.



This celebration is very spiritual and meaningful to Latin Americans and very different from
Halloween. In this workshop we will learn a bit about the history of the Day of the Dead, the
meaning of using different colors, flowers and designs to create the images. After the intro and short
discussion everybody will create their own colorful “Day of the Dead” mask. Absolutely No
experience necessary Instructor: Martina Moore $ 35.00 all material included

 

Portable Art Sit In – October 26th 10am to 12 noon

Bring your art with you and join others for an Art Sit In. This past

 

*We enjoyed celebrating Ben Vernon’s 90th Birthday last week at The Arts Place. Through the
Apple Foundation, Ben has improved the lives of lots of Stokes Folks.

Spread the Word: Soup in a Bowl- November 23rd 

Janis Henderson-Hunsucker
1140 Sterling Pointe Drive
King, NC 27021
 
RE: Resolution in support of approving the state budget
 
 Good Evening,
  I am here today to talk with you about how we are all in this together. I am also the Vice  
President of Stokes County Association of Educators. I am here to encourage you to pass a
resolution to ask the General Assembly leadership to pass a budget with increased school funding
and Medicaid. I have two versions to pass out, one is a long version and the other is a short version
with data included. It is hard for the schools to make plans without a state budget. There are two
sticking points in getting this budget to pass which are increased school funding and Medicaid
expansion. We have a great opportunity to intervene. Local County Commissioners have a shared
interest in having a finalized state budget. Recently the Graham County Commissioners wrote Phil
Berger to ask for the state to expand Medicaid. It seems there is a divide among Republicans on
this and rural counties such as ours suffer greatly due to school funding and health care. Berger is
stating he would like to close the session by Halloween and so we need to act quickly. If there is
not enough time for you to pass a resolution perhaps some of you who are friends with Phil Berger
could give him a call and encourage him to help to get the budget passed. Some statistics I would
like to read related to if NC participated in Medicaid expansion are:
 
 77 jobs would be created by 2022
 2,577 more individuals would be covered by 2022
 
 Now lets talk about money:
 
 11.1 million dollars would come in to our county
  Over $549,000 generated in tax revenue
 
 Let me reiterate why I am here. Please send a message to the General Assembly that we are all in
this together and we need your help.



 
Andy Stevens
157 Old Garner Road
King, NC 27021
 
RE: Sales Tax Referendum
 
I am here tonight to speak on behalf of those County Residents who say, “We Are Taxed Enough”.
I am here to ask on their behalf, “Why do you wish to tax us even more”?

For years, previous Board of Commissioners have been able to live within their means and fund
and operate the County and the Schools without a need or a call to raise taxes. Even better, these
previous Boards of Commissioners prudently invested and sequestered away a reserve for truly
rainy days and called it the County Fund Balance.

This Board in one fell swoop, has drained this fund down to the bare minimum this Board, at least
yet, dares not draw down any further. But what will the next year bring? A rationalization that
because the Local Government Commission tolerates a fund Balance of only Eight Percent our
County’s balance, accrued over many years be sucked down to that dangerous level or below?
Today, only one member of this current Board was seated in those dire days when the County
risked default. Will this new Board repeat the sins of the past?

Please remember that all taxation is theft, legalized government theft. Please remember it has real
consequences. For example, just look at our current state of tax delinquencies. The tax compliance
rate of Stokes County is far behind those of counties all around us. Raising taxes even higher will
throw even more of our fellow citizens off their land and out of their homes. However, to be fair to
those who DO pay the taxes you impose, it’s time for the Tax Department to become ruthless in its
collection efforts. If you tax, you MUST collect.

Tonight, perhaps you’re going to tell us of the dire straits we are in. You’re going to tell us your
profligate spending requires additional funds to support. You’re going to tell us your taking of
valuable, tax paying commercial property off the tax rolls is going to need additional tax receipts to
make up. Isn’t that, by the way, the very opposite of the economic development we seek in Stokes
County? You’re going to tell us double funding the school supplement this last year was an honest
mistake, but we’ll double down and do it again next year. Basically, tonight you’re going to tell us,
either “we’re not as good or as prudent as Boards in the past” or, “the Boards in the past were
negligent and dangerously underfunded the level of government we have determined it is necessary
to provide.” You are going to tell us “We are the new team, the A-Team and we’re on a mission to
spend, spend, and spend”. Have you all at least agreed on a common storyline to sell us tonight?
I’ll wait and see. However, before you tell us it’s for the Schools and the kids and safety, please
remember, our School system is easily between six to nine schools too many for our declining
student population and throwing good money after bad while refusing to address this issue or force
the hand of the School Board to act is yet an additional shortcoming in your collective oversight.
Seriously, if you wanted to really address the school security issue, you’d resolve to petition the
legislature to allow willing teachers and staff to arm themselves to protect themselves and their
charges, and it wouldn’t cost a penny of taxpayer receipts. 

The aggregate spending you’ve accumulated in your tenure to date and seems likely you’ll continue
in the future will most definitely drive a property tax rate increase, perhaps slyly buried in a rate
adjustment when property revaluation takes place in two years’ time. Surely, you’re scheming for it
already.



I’ll close tonight by asking this Board to change its course immediately and do the right thing.
Protect the taxpayers who have been taxed enough already. Allow them to keep their homes instead
of forcing the Sheriff to auction it off on the courthouse steps. Stop this flood of red ink spending
you seem bent on pursuing. Stop growing government just to see how big and fast you can make it
grow.  Live within our means and start doing so tonight.

Thank you.

CONSENT AGENDA

All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the
County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the minutes
approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab.

Minutes

Budget Amendments

Moratock Grist Mill Stone Site

Solid Waste Holiday Hours

Commissioner Morris moved to to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

Commissioner Mendenhall seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

INFORMATION AGENDA

Register of Deeds - Update

Register of Deeds Brandon Hooker provided the Board with an update on the Register of Deeds
office.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

Water Committee Recommendation

Public Works Director Mark Delehant presented a recommendation from the Water Project
Committee that LKC engineering be selected to work on the water project in the Meadows
Community. He requested that prior to approval of LKC that the company attend the next regular
meeting of  the Commissioners to answer any questions or concerns. There was a request from
Commissioner Morris for the  Water Project Committee to evaluate the water project design that
was part of the previous water and sewer project at South Stokes Fire Department. The Board
gave consensus for LKC to be at the next meeting on October 28th.

Stokes County Water and Sewer Authority-Appointment Request

County Manager Oakley presented the Board with information on an application received for the
Water and Sewer Authority. Adam Stewart submitted an application to serve on the Stokes County
Water and Sewer Authority. The Stokes County Water and Sewer Authority has indicated they are
in favor of Mr. Stewart being on the Board.
 



Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for nominations.
 
Commissioner Mendenhall  motioned to close the floor for nominations.
 
Commissioner Morris seconded.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
With no further discussion and full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the Action
Agenda at the next meeting.

Friends of Stokes Shelter

Dr. Cowan with the Friends of Stokes Shelter presented the Board with a request for financial
assistance from the Friends of Stokes Shelter. There was much discussion among the Board and
with full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the next meetings Action Agenda.
 
 
(Chairman Nickelston called for a 10 minute recess at 7:45 pm)
 

Solar Farm Policy

(Chairman Nickelston called the meeting back to order at 8:00 pm)
 
 
Commissioner Morris noted that he requested this item be on the agenda as a result of the recent
approval of  the first Level 3 commercial solar farm in Stokes County. There was discussion
among the Board and the consensus was to work with the county staff to develop a comprehensive
solar farm policy during the next 18 months.

Sales Tax Referendum

Finance Director Julia Edwards presented the Board with information on the Sales Tax
Referendum, There was much discussion among the Board and this item was placed back onto the
Discussion Agenda at the next meeting on October 28th. There was a request from the Board of
Commissioners for the Board of Education to submit a letter before the next meeting with their
input for the use of the quarter cent sales tax.

Fire Commission Vacancies

County Manager Oakley presented the Board with 4 applications related to the Fire Service
Commission.
 
Layn Wagoner submitted an application to serve in a full time position for a civilian membership
vacancy.
 
Steve Fagg submitted an application to finish out the term of an existing member for a civilian
membership vacancy.
 
Donnie Mabe submitted an application to serve in a fire service member position.
 
Brad Mitchell submitted an application to serve in a fire service member position.



 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for nominations.
 
Commissioner Mendenhall  motioned to close the floor for nominations.
 
Vice Chairman Walker seconded.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
With no further discussion and full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the Action
Agenda at the next meeting.
 

Walnut Cove Senior Center Advisory Council Appointment Request

County Manager Oakley presented the Board with an application for the Walnut Cove Senior
Center Advisory Council. Amanda Dodson has applied to serve and the Walnut Cove Senior
Center Advisory Council would be happy to have Amanda Dodson serve.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for nominations.
 
Commissioner Mendenhall  motioned to close the floor for nominations.
 
Vice Chairman Walker seconded.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
With no further discussion and full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the Action
Agenda at the next meeting.

Tax Administration Monthly Report

Tax Administrator Richard Brim presented the Board with the monthly tax update with a request for
the following items to be moved to the Consent Agenda at the next meeting:
 
Items for Approval on October 28, 2019.
1.  Real and Personal Releases more than $100.00.
2.  Real and Personal Refunds more than $100.00.
 
There was some discussion among the Board and the items requested were moved to the next
meetings Consent Agenda with full consensus of the Board.

Voter ID

County Manager Oakley presented the Board with information on a request from the State Board
of Elections regarding the new voter ID requirement. The Board has the option  to approve county
employees being able to use their county ID for voter ID. County Manager Oakley noted that this
item would need to be approved tonight due to the October 26th application deadline if the Board
elects to allow county ID's to be used as voter ID's.
 
Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented.



 
Commissioner Mendenhall motioned to move the item presented to the Action Agenda at tonight's
meeting.
 
Commissioner Morris seconded.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
After some discussion by the Board this item was moved to the Consent Agenda at tonight's
meeting.
 
(Commissioner Yontz was absent)

Absent: Yontz

ACTION AGENDA

Surplus Property and Upset Bid Procedure

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented.
Commissioner Morris moved to to approve the sell of surplus propery presented.

Vice Chairman Walker seconded the motion. The motion Passed.
Absent: Yontz

Fire Marshal Office Space

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented.
Commissioner Mendenhall moved to to approve the relocating of the Fire Marshal's office to
Autumn Square and Budget Amendment # 33.

Vice Chairman Walker seconded the motion. The motion Passed.
Absent: Yontz

Voter ID

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented.
Commissioner Mendenhall moved to to approve for the application to be submitted allowing
county employees to use thier county ID as voter ID.

Vice Chairman Walker seconded the motion. The motion Passed.
Absent: Yontz

Adjournment

Commissioner Mendenhall moved to to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm.

Commissioner Morris seconded the motion. The motion Passed.
Absent: Yontz

______________________________
Shannon Shaver
Clerk to the Board

______________________________
Andy Nickelston
Chairman
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Item number: IV.b.

Budget Amendments

Contact: Julia E. Edwards

Summary: 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Budget Amendments #34 #35 #36 #37 #38 #39 #40 10/22/2019 Cover Memo
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6:00 PM

Item number: IV.c.

Tax Administration

Contact: Richard Brim, Tax Administrator

Summary: 
Items for Approval on October 28, 2019.
1.  Real and Personal Releases more than $100.00.
2.  Real and Personal Refunds more than $100.00.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Tax Administration Items for Consent 10/18/2019 Cover Memo
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Item number: V.a.

FTCC Update

Contact: Dr. Janet Spriggs, President of FTCC

Summary: 
Dr. Janet Spriggs, President of FTCC will provide an update on FTCC.
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Item number: V.b.

Fire Marshal -ISO Ratings/Fire Prevention Month

Contact: Scott Aaron

Summary: 
1. Fire Department ISO Ratings
2. National Fire Prevention Month

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Fire Marshal Presentation 10/23/2019 Cover Memo



Stokes County Fire Marshal’s Office 
P.O. Box 20 
1012 Main Street 
Danbury, NC 27016 
Telephone 336-593-2484 Fax 336-593-2438 

Investigations • Inspections • Fire & Rescue Support • Emergency Mgmt • Fire & Life Safety Education 

 
 October 28th, 2019 
 
Stokes County Board of Commissioners 
PO Box 20 
Danbury, NC 27016 
 
 
Stokes County Board of Commissioners, 
 
 
    The Fire Marshal’s Office would like to congratulate two departments for their outstanding                       
achievement in lowering their ISO rating. Francisco and  Lawsonville Fire Departments lowered their ISO 
rating for the fire districts they serve to a 5. This will directly impact property insurance calculations  
saving  taxpayers money. The citizens of these fire districts will see a difference in their insurance  
premiums beginning  January 1st, 2020.  The reduction from a 9S to a 5 will result in insurance premiums 
being lowered by approximately 30%  for residents that live within 5 miles of these fire stations.  
 
   What exactly are ISO ratings for fire departments? ISO stands for Insurance Services Office (ISO), 
which is an independent, for-profit organization that scores fire departments on how they are doing 
against its organization's standards to determine property insurance costs. ISO assigns a Public Protection 
Classification on a scale from 1—10  (Class 1 is the best you can get a 10 is not having any fire coverage). 
The NCOSFM conducts a field survey and scores each department. They assess the Fire Departments  
capabilities in personnel, training, equipment, water supply, community risk reduction, and  
communications. The fire departments are then required to perform task to demonstrate there skills in fire 
scene set-up, tanker shuttles and water supply.  I commend these departments and their dedication and  
commitment to making their communities a safer place to live. 
 
Thank you, if you have questions give me a call at 336-593-2484. 
 
 
 
Scott Aaron 
Fire Marshal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stokes County Fire Marshal’s Office 
P.O. Box 20 
1012 Main Street 
Danbury, NC 27016 
Telephone 336-593-2484 Fax 336-593-2438 

Investigations • Inspections • Fire & Rescue Support • Emergency Mgmt • Fire & Life Safety Education 

 
 October 28th, 2019 
 
Stokes County Board of Commissioners 
PO Box 20 
Danbury, NC 27016 
 
 
Stokes County Board of Commissioners, 
 
     Every year, October brings with it a very important and critical consideration: National Fire Prevention 
Month. The goal of Fire Prevention month is to raise awareness about fire safety and help ensure your 
home and family is prepared in the event of an emergency. This years campaign message is “ Not Every 
Hero Wears A Cape” . This month the Fire Marshal’s Office was able to coordinate with schools across 
the county and with the help from the local fire departments deliver fire safety training and  
information to all elementary schools. We took the fire safety house and firetrucks out to the schools to 
teach exit drills in the home, fire safety, and give the kids a chance to see the fire trucks and learn about 
the equipment. This is the best way to get the message of fire safety into homes of our citizens. We were 
able to share some hands on experience and literature on this important message with around  
1420 students.  
 
   We also had the opportunity this month to partner with the Danbury Library and visited all the  
Headstart program areas around the county. Over a two week period we shared information on Smoke 
Alarms, Escape Planning, Home Hazards and Early Childhood Fire Safety to approximately 75 children. 
 
   So far this year 96 people have died as a result of fires, just in North Carolina. This is why it is so      
important to reach as many kids and adults as possible. Our office practices Fire Prevention through  
Education. This is also in cooperation with the Stokes County Fire & Rescue Association in getting smoke 
detectors installed in residences that may not have working smoke alarms. Three out of every five fire  
related deaths resulted from fires in homes with no working smoke detectors. 
 
   Thank you, if you have questions give me a call at 336-593-2484. 
 
 
 
Scott Aaron 
Fire Marshal 
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Item number: VI.a.

Stokes County Health Department -Annual Health Report and Vaccine Fee Schedule

Contact: Tammy Martin, Health Director

Summary: 
Health Director Tammy Martin will present the Board with the Annual Health Report and updated
vaccine fees schedule with request for approval of the fees schedule.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Stokes County Annual Health Report 10/22/2019 Cover Memo
Vaccine Fees 10/22/2019 Cover Memo



 

  
Stokes County Health Department 

 

Annual Report for Fiscal Year 

2018/2019 
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Message from the Stokes County Health Department 

As the Stokes County Health Director, and a lifetime citizen of Stokes County, I plan to work 

hard to improve the health services that our citizens receive from Stokes County Health 

Department.  I am fortunate to have worked under Scott Lenhart (previous Health Director) 

worked to create a solid foundation on which to build an excellent department.  Just shy of being 

the director for a year now we have many changes here at the health department.  Some include 

hiring a new provider last October, staff turnover, and we are in the process of returning to the 

Board of Health as our governing board. 

 

The health department continues to be one of the best small health departments in NC, providing 

a safety net for many of the Stokes County citizens who would struggle to find care otherwise.  

The health department had many challenges this year, but experienced many successes as well.   

Our prenatal program remains steady and serves as a great resource for patients who are unable 

to travel to larger cities or are on Medicaid.  We maintain a great working relationship with 

Wake Forest Baptist Physician Assistant program, where our health department continues to be a 

training site for students to learn more about public health and rural health issues.  

 

As we move into the 2018/2019 fiscal year, Stokes County Health Department faces a few 

challenges as it did in the 2017/2018 fiscal year.  Some of these challenges are: 

 

 Aging populations and our inability to treat the population on Medicare 

 The change of how we practice medicine to more of a preventive medicine model and 

performance based model 

 Lack of affordable dental care for many of the citizens in Stokes County, especially for 

individuals on Medicaid 

 The uprising of an opioid epidemic coupled with limited access to mental health services 

 Working to make mental health services easier to access and navigate 

 

With cuts in revenue from grants and at the state level, Stokes County Health Department must 

learn to work harder and leaner with fewer resources, while still providing quality services.  As 

we did last year, Stokes County Health Department will continue to focus on growing our 

services and presence in the community by offering more public and educational programs 

relating to healthy lifestyles and choices.  In addition, the Stokes County Health Department will 

continue to focus on the Ten Essential Public Health core competencies which are; 

 

1. Monitor health status to identify and solve community health problems. 

2. Diagnose and investigate health problems and health hazards in the community. 

3. Inform, educate, and empower people about health issues. 

4. Mobilize community partnerships and action to identify and solve health problems. 

5. Develop policies and plans that support individual and community health efforts. 

6. Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety. 

7. Link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision of health care when 

otherwise unavailable. 
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8. Assure competent public and personal health care workforce. 

9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health 

services. 

10. Research for new insights and innovative solutions to health problems. 

 

I would like to thank my staff here at the Health Department for the excellent work they do on a 

daily basis.  The staff is outstanding and really cares about public health and our citizens.  They 

are hardworking and dedicated to providing excellent care and improving the public health of 

Stokes County.  Our citizens need and deserve convenient, quality, affordable care and I am 

pleased we are able to provide that here at the Health Department.   

 

As always, please remember that good public health is the result of a community and its 

stakeholders working together to better it.  With local and statewide partnerships with Cardinal 

Innovations, DayMark, Stokes County Healthy Carolinians, Stokes County Schools, Stokes 

County Department of Social Services, Stokes County Community Partners and other agencies, 

we have the ability to impact the health and well-being of an entire county.  I am proud of the 

hard work of our public health department and expect great things in our future! 

 

 

 

Best, 

 

 

 

Tammy Martin, BSHP, MSHE  

Stokes County Health Department 
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Stokes County Health Department 
Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2018/2019 

Executive Summary 
 

Public Health Clinic 
 Number of patients seen 3,688 patient visits.  This is a 9.6% increase from FY 17/18, 

we are hoping to see patient numbers continue to rise with the addition of our second 

provider.  

 

FY 2018/2019 is showing an upward trend, as the following changes were made: 

o A Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) has been added to our staff.  This 

position had been vacant for over five years. 

o Policy changes have streamlined service to be more efficient 

o Investigating other potential sources of student loan repayment – are eligible for 

state funding. 

 
 

Month FY 18/19 Nur. 

Visits  

Provider Visits 

Clinic/Prenatal  

Monthly Totals 

(scheduled vs. 

seen) 

(-)/(+) Pts 

Seen FY 

18/19 

     

July 2018 70 185/29 353/284 +8 

August 2018 109 157/27 374/293 -2 

September 2018 95 145/22 328/262 -11 

*October 2018 201 184/29 513/414 -9 

November 2018 149 176/22 415/347 +4 

December 2018 67 156/21 295/244 -6 

January 2019 87 223/23 406/333 +9 

February 2019 77 213/19 403/309 0 

March 2019 77 193/10 330/280 +9 

April 2019 99 233/15 416/347 +23 
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May 2019 74 173/15 308/262 +1 

June 2019 103 188/22 354/313 +6 

Total  1,208 2,226/254 4,495/3,688 +1 

 

Public Health Priorities 

In the 2016 Stokes County Health Department Community Health Assessment several concerns 

were noted concerning health care in Stokes County.  These issue still remains the same, 

however some improvements have taken place, while some issues are ongoing and will take 

longer to see some improvements.  The major issues that were identified during the community 

health assessment and focus groups were; substance abuse, mental health, and chronic disease.  

Chronic disease is the leading cause of death in Stokes County and in North Carolina as a whole.  

Mental health issues are prevalent in Stokes County, as evidenced by the top 10 ranking of 

Suicide for age groups 0-19, 20-39, and 40-64.  Substance abuse has risen dramatically and there 

has been a statistically significant increase in drug overdose death rates between 2014-2016.   

 

Mental Health & Substance Abuse 

 

Mental health continues to be a concern for the citizens of Stokes County.  Substance abuse and 

mental health are once again in the top three health issues identified in the 2016 community 

health assessment.   

 

Mental health has seen many changes take place as North Carolina revamps the mental health 

system.  Cardinal Innovations is currently the agency many individuals must access for care, 

especially those without insurance.  At times, individuals have similar problems accessing this 

system of care as other individuals have in receiving medical care.  Lack of qualified providers 

along with the distance to receive care and access to care problems make it difficult for 

individuals to get the appropriate care in a timely manner.  

 

Mental health services are being provided within the health department twice a month by 

DayMark, every other Tuesday from 10:00-1:00 for scheduled appointments and walk-ins.  This 

service was started to help screen individuals to determine if further mental health services are 

needed.  The Daymark counselor can also assist people in finding resources like jobs, food, and 

housing.  Daymark also offers Mobile Crisis Management, an intervention service that is 

operational 24/7/365.  The service consists of immediate telephone response, face-to-face 

assessments and treatment, and follow up for mental health and substance abuse situations.  

 

Chronic Disease 

 

Another area that was determined to need addressing for Stokes County through our 2016 

Community Health Assessment is chronic disease.  With our county being a rural one there are 

residents that have limited access to receiving the preventive healthcare they need.  As a rural 

health department we are here to serve the population that is under insured or uninsured.  It is our 
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goal to increase the education of our clients on the importance of coming to us for their primary 

care needs to help reduce their chances of having a chronic disease in the future.  Areas that we 

are focused on are; diabetes, heart disease, obesity, asthma and strokes. 

 

2018/2019 Year in Review 

Primary Care 

During FY 2018/2019 our health department became staffed with two physician extenders 

(Family Nurse Practitioner or Physician Assistant).   

 

The primary clinic sees a variety of medical conditions that are similar to what a family 

physician or urgent care clinic will see.  Many citizens in Stokes County uses Stokes County 

Health Department as their primary care provider.   

 
 

Due to the rural location, and lack of medical 

providers, individuals have come to depend 

on this service.  Stokes County is considered a 

safety net for many individuals that cannot 

afford medical care. 

 

With many changes in the health care system 

throughout the nation, more health 

departments are starting to offer primary care 

within their health departments.  Over the last 

several years many North Carolina Public 

Health Departments offer some type of primary care services ranging to a full primary care 

practice or limited to several days a week and the types of patients seen.     

 
Stokes County still has a large number of individuals without insurance or underinsured.  Stokes 

County Health Department continues to be a safety net for the community. We hope to continue 

our growth with new partnerships as they become available and that meets our county needs.   

 

Stokes County Health Department accepts; checks, credit cards, Medicaid, most insurances and 

for individuals that qualify we do have a sliding fee scale for services.  In addition, some public 

health programs are offered free of charge as required by the NC General Statutes.  Payment is 

based on the number of individuals and family income compared to the federal poverty level 

percentages as determined by the federal government. 

 
Stokes County Human Services Board  

In June, 2013 the Stokes County Board of County Commissioners voted on a new resolution to 

dissolve the Local Board of Health and DSS Board under Session law 2012-126 or HB 438.  The 

resolution called for the formation of a new Human Service Advisory Board.  The Board of 

County Commissioners has taken on the responsibilities of the Board of Health and DSS Boards.  
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The Human Services Advisory Board has the same professional requirements as did the Board of 

Health.  In addition, the three at-large-positions will be filled by individuals that represent the 

former DSS Board.   

Stokes County Demographics 

Population estimates, July 1, 2018, (V2018) 45,467 

PEOPLE 
Population  

Population estimates, July 1, 2018, (V2018) 45,467 

Population estimates base, April 1, 2010, (V2018) 47,417 

Population, percent change - April 1, 2010 (estimates base) to July 1, 2018, (V2018) -4.1% 

Population, Census, April 1, 2010 47,401 

Age and Sex  

Persons under 5 years, percent 4.5% 

Persons under 18 years, percent 18.7% 

Persons 65 years and over, percent 21.3% 

Female persons, percent 50.8% 

Race and Hispanic Origin  

White alone, percent 93.8% 

Black or African American alone, percent 4.0% 

American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent 0.5% 

Asian alone, percent 0.4% 

Two or More Races, percent  

Hispanic or Latino, percent 1.3% 

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent 3.1% 

Population Characteristics 91.2% 

Veterans, 2013-2017  

Foreign born persons, percent, 2013-2017 3,166 

Housing 1.8% 

Housing units, July 1, 2018, (V2018)  

Owner-occupied housing unit rate, 2013-2017 22,313 

Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2013-2017 77.6% 

Median selected monthly owner costs -with a mortgage, 2013-2017 $123,900 
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Median selected monthly owner costs -without a mortgage, 2013-2017 $1,054 

Median gross rent, 2013-2017 $303 

Building permits, 2018 $640 

Families & Living Arrangements 69 

Households, 2013-2017  

Persons per household, 2013-2017 19,273 

Living in same house 1 year ago, percent of persons age 1 year+, 2013-2017 2.37 

Language other than English spoken at home, percent of persons age 5 years+, 2013-

2017 
93.7% 

Computer and Internet Use 2.8% 

Households with a computer, percent, 2013-2017  

Households with a broadband Internet subscription, percent, 2013-2017 78.8% 

Education 67.4% 

High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 2013-2017  

Bachelor's degree or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 2013-2017 83.1% 

Health 13.9% 

With a disability, under age 65 years, percent, 2013-2017  

Persons without health insurance, under age 65 years, percent 10.1% 

Economy 13.3% 

In civilian labor force, total, percent of population age 16 years+, 2013-2017  

In civilian labor force, female, percent of population age 16 years+, 2013-2017 58.4% 

Total accommodation and food services sales, 2012 ($1,000)  52.7% 

Total health care and social assistance receipts/revenue, 2012 ($1,000)  35,129 

Total manufacturers shipments, 2012 ($1,000)  107,123 

Total merchant wholesaler sales, 2012 ($1,000)  489,711 

Total retail sales, 2012 ($1,000)  12,796 

Total retail sales per capita, 2012 222,118 

Transportation $4,748 

Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16 years+, 2013-2017  

Income & Poverty 28.7 

Median household income (in 2017 dollars), 2013-2017  

Per capita income in past 12 months (in 2017 dollars), 2013-2017 $44,490 

Persons in poverty, percent $23,500 

 14.1% 
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BUSINESSES 
Businesses  

Total employer establishments, 2016 620 

Total employment, 2016 5,602 

Total annual payroll, 2016 ($1,000) 168,154 

Total employment, percent change, 2015-2016 1.2% 

Total non-employer establishments, 2017 2,849 

All firms, 2012 2,843 

Men-owned firms, 2012 1,615 

Women-owned firms, 2012 984 

Minority-owned firms, 2012 158 

Nonminority-owned firms, 2012 2,611 

Veteran-owned firms, 2012 323 

Nonveteran-owned firms, 2012 2,439 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography  

Population per square mile, 2010 105.6 

Land area in square miles, 2010 448.86 

FIPS Code 37169 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

9 
 

 

Women, Infant, Children (WIC) 

WIC stands for Women, Infants and Children. It is the Special 

Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children funded by the United States 

Department of Agriculture, commonly referred to as the WIC Program. 

Who is WIC for? 

 Children up to five years of age 

 Infants 

 Pregnant women 

 Breastfeeding women who have had a baby in the last 12 months 

 Women who have had a baby in the last six months 

 

What does WIC provide? 

 Healthy foods 

 Health care referrals 

 Breastfeeding support 

 Eating tips for you and your child 

 

To be eligible, you or your child must: 

 Live in North Carolina 

 Live in a household with income at or below WIC guidelines 

 Have a health risk factor based on: 

o Height and weight 

o Blood test for low iron 

o Health history 

o Diet history 
 

 WIC clients seen 4,063 for FY 18/19.   

 Currently we have a full time director/nutritionist and one nutritionist position in the WIC 

department until their client totals increase.  When numbers increase we will hire a part-time 

or full-time nutritionist depending on the need.  Stokes County had a 91% caseload for FY 

18/19 just under the state goal of 92%.   

 WIC department is now open three days a week in King and with the change of hours to the 

clinic and one additional day in King WIC has 11 additional hours per week to see more 

patients.  

 Slight decrease in participation, but this problem is affecting the whole state not 

just our county.  The state WIC program consultants are currently meeting with 

WIC Directors and discussing ways to improve numbers. 
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WIC Active Participation 

    

Month FY 2018/19 

July 425 

August 332 

September 307 

October 376 

November 356 

December 269 

January 435 

February 322 

March 279 

April 315 

May 375 

June 272 

Totals 4,063 

 

Emergency Preparedness 

 

 SCHD Public Health Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) was developed and uses an all-

hazards approach. 

 Closed point of dispending sites database to serve over 10,000 persons. 

 Collaboration with surrounding central region counties in CDC Medical Countermeasure 

Operation Readiness.  

 Stokes County Health Department Emergency Preparedness and Response Program 

continues to improve and score high on operational readiness, meeting CDC implementation 

goals, compared to state, central regions, and similar population quartiles figures.    

 

 Committee Participation: 

o Local Emergency Planning Committee 

o State, Regional, and Local Work Groups 

o Safety Committee 

o Triad Healthcare Preparedness Coalition 

o Virginian and North Caroling Regional Committee 
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Monthly Activities 

 GETS (Government Emergency Telecommunication Service) testing and 

radio testing 

 Generator testing 

 Building OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration) safety inspections  

 Regional Emergency Preparedness Coordinator meetings 

 Regional Work Group Meetings (west central region) 

 Review and update plans as necessary 

Quarterly Activities 

 LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) meeting attendance and other 

surrounding county committee attendance 

 Call downs with Corrective Action Plans 

Annual 

 Medical Countermeasures Distribution and Dispensing (MCMDD) Plan Review  

 Fire/tornado drills 

 State Emergency Preparedness Symposium 

 2 Exercises with After Action Report/Corrective Action Plans  

 Respiratory Protection Plan Fit Testing 

 Review all plans/policies and make necessary changes Annual Work 

    

Plans 

 SCHD Public Health Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) – located within the EOP: 

 Continuity of Operations Plan 

 Telecommunications Plan 

 Activation and Notification Plan 

 Public Information and Communications Plan 

 Worker Protection and Safety Plan 

 Isolation and Quarantine Plan 

 Communicable Disease Plan (Ebola, Pandemic Influenza, and Bioterrorism) 

 Medical Countermeasures Distribution and Dispensing Plan 

 Medical Emergency Shelter Plan 

 Mass Vaccination Plan 

 Mass Fatalities Plan 
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Stokes County Medical Countermeasure (MCM) Operational Readiness 

 

The Capabilities Reporting Tool found in the NCDETECT Portal is a combination of the CDC 

Performance Measurements and the NC Public Health Preparedness Rubric that is used to assess 

the capacity and capability of our public health preparedness programs across the state.  Each 

Capability and sub-capability category is assigned one of the following values based on how 

prepared we are; those categories are (from least prepared to most prepared): “Early”, 

“Established”, “Intermediate”, or “Advanced”.   

 

NC Breast Cervical Cancer Control Program (NC BCCCP) 

 

The Health Department continues to partner with the Mobile Mammogram Unit one day per 

quarter to provide mammograms.  The Mobile Mammography Unit serves about 20-25 women 

each time it visits the Health Department.   

 

The North Carolina Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program (NC BCCCP) provides free or 

low-cost breast and cervical cancer screenings and follow-up to eligible women in North 

Carolina. Each year, NC BCCCP strives to provide services to over 12,000 women. 

NC BCCCP services are offered at most local health 

departments as well as some community health centers, 

hospitals and private physicians’ offices across the 

state. Approximately 102 local health agencies work in 

cooperation with physicians, hospitals, and other health 

care facilities to provide services to eligible North 

Carolina women. 

NC BCCCP provides services to North Carolina 

women who:  

 are uninsured or underinsured; 

 are without Medicare Part B or Medicaid; 

 are between ages 40 - 64 for breast screening services and 18 - 64 for cervical screening 

services; and 

 have a household income at or below 250% of the federal poverty level. 

 

Services offered: 

 Clinical breast exams 

 Screening mammograms 

 Pap tests 

 Diagnostic procedures, as indicated (diagnostic mammograms, 

ultrasounds, colposcopies, breast and cervical biopsies) 

 Medical consultations   

                                                                                 

Breast and Cervical Cancer Medicaid (BCCM) provides funding for treatment to NC BCCCP 

enrolled clients who are diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer and who meet additional 

http://www.bing.com/images/results.aspx?q=Mammograms&form=MSNH14&pq=mammograms&sc=0-0&sp=-1&qs=n&sk=#view=detail&id=207D8CBDC29DDFE567C187A8D883DA4D2AEC2104&selectedIndex=236
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requirements. BCCM eligible women must be enrolled in NC BCCCP prior to a cancer 

diagnosis. 

 

Compared to other groups, there are significant differences in the rates of minority women who 

are diagnosed with breast and cervical cancers and who die from these diseases. NC BCCCP has 

focused increased recruitment and education strategies to prompt more African American, 

Hispanic, and American Indian women to get breast and cervical cancer screenings. 

 

 

                               

                               Stokes County BCCCP Program FY 2018/2019 

 

Program Type Pt Seen  

FY 17/18 

Pt Seen  

FY 18/19 

Federal BCCCP  23 21 

State BCCCP 15 14 

Insurance (Screening) 43 28 

Medicaid (Screening) 7 4 

Medicare (Screening) 22 20 

Total Patients 110 87 

 

Care Coordination for Children (CC4C) 

CC4C is a free and voluntary program that helps families like yours find and use community 

services.  The program goals are: 

 to connect your family with services for children and families  

 to support your children in reaching their developmental potential  

 to help ensure that children are raised in healthy, safe, and nurturing environments.  

CC4C care managers can help with finding medical care, transportation, childcare and 

/or financial aid.  They can also provide you with information about a wide variety of 

family oriented resources.  The CC4C care manager will:   

 discuss family strengths and concerns through home visits, telephone calls and other 

personal contacts  

 identify programs, services, and resources that meet your family’s needs  

 serve as a link between you and your child’s doctor or nurse  

 identify ways you can strengthen parent-child relationships  

 introduce you to parent support programs when available  
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 offer encouragement and support.  

 

Who is Eligible? 

 
Children birth to age three who are at risk for developmental delay or disability, long term 

illness and/or social, emotional disorders and children ages birth to five who have been 

diagnosed with developmental delay or disability, long term illness and/or social, emotional 

disorder may be eligible for the program. For Fiscal Year 2018/2019 the average monthly case 

load for the CC4C program was 75.  Program goal is 50 clients per month.   

  

PCM/PMH (Pregnancy Care Management/Pregnancy Medical Home) 

 

DMA is working in partnership with Community Care of North Carolina (CCNC) and other 

community stakeholders including providers, local health departments, and the Division of 

Public Health create a program that provides pregnant Medicaid recipients with a pregnancy 

medical home (PMH).  The goal is to improve the quality of perinatal care given to Medicaid 

recipients, thereby improving birth outcomes and reducing Medicaid spending.  This will be 

done by modeling the PMH after the enhanced primary care case management (PCCM) 

program developed by CCNC.  

 

Case Management 

If a pregnant Medicaid recipient’s aid program category covers pregnancy services, she is 

eligible to participate in this program.  This program is NOT just for recipients of Medicaid 

for Pregnant Women (MPW).  Pregnant Medicaid patients will receive care management 

(population management).  High-risk pregnant women in a PMH will receive case 

management services.  The level of service provided will be in proportion to the individual’s 

identified needs.  Case managers are expected to closely monitor the pregnancy through 

regular contact with the physician and patient to promote a healthy birth outcome.  On average 

Stokes County averaged 65 patients per month in the PCM Program.   

 

Program Participation 

The PMH project will be modeled after the enhanced primary care case management program 

developed by CCNC. To qualify for participation as a PMH, the provider must agree to the 

following:  

 Ensuring that no elective deliveries are performed before 39 weeks of gestation by 

agreement with all professional providers 

 Engaging fully in the 17P project in each pregnancy medical home 

 Decreasing the cesarean section rate among nulliparous women 

 Completing a high-risk screening on each pregnant Medicaid recipient in the program 

and integrating the plan of care with local care/case management 

 Open chart audits 

 

In exchange for meeting the program expectations described above, the PMH will receive the 

following incentives: 

 

 Exemption from prior approval on ultrasounds 
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 $50 for completing a high risk screening tool at initial visit 

 $150 incentive for the postpartum visit per Medicaid recipient 

 Increased rate for a vaginal delivery  

 

Any provider who bills global, package or individual pregnancy procedures is eligible to 

participate in this program as long as he/she agrees to the program requirements.  It is not just 

for obstetric providers.   

 

Women’s Health Program 

The Stokes County Women's Health Program develops and promotes programs and services that 

protect the health and well-being of infants and of women during their child-bearing years. The 

goal is to improve the overall health of women, reduce infant sickness and death, and strengthen 

families and communities. 

The Women's Health Branch also offers guidance, consultation and training for professionals 

who provide women's health services. 

Local health departments and other community agencies serving each of the 100 counties in 

North Carolina provide a variety of these women’s health services, including family planning, 

prenatal care, flu shots and other women's immunizations, and pregnancy care management.  

 

One program offered through this program at the Stokes County Health Department is the 

Screening for Cervical Cancer.  This service is offered during the routine physicals or the 

annual woman’s exam.  Total number of women served during FY 2018/2019: 

 

          

Prenatal Program 

 

o Number of patients enrolled July 2018 - June 2019 -   

 Currently in program -  41 

 Patients transferred/incomplete pregnancies (miscarriage, relocation, 

high risk pregnancy) - 14  

 Total Paps performed – 95 

 

 

Immunizations 

 Stokes County Health Department is one of the primary locations in Stokes County that 

offers routine immunizations.  During this fiscal year the following achievement occurred 

with our program: 

 

o Gave 903 immunizations to 517 clients/patients 
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Community Health/Educational Services 

Stokes County Health Educator has been busy this year with expanding our Diaper Bank by 

adding more clothes, food, and other necessities for those babies in need in our county.  This was 

accomplished with donations from local church groups as well as Girl Scout troops.  There has 

been continued work with the STOP Coalition and Insight to distribute educational materials 

about the Opioid Epidemic as well as lock boxes to those individuals in need of one.  We have 

participated in 2018 Little Folks Festival, Stokes County Fair, and numerous other health fairs in 

the county.  This year we have been able to provide car seats and pack and plays to families that 

are in need with our partnership with Safe Kids Northwest Piedmont. 

Communicable Diseases 

A Dictionary of Epidemiology defines communicable 

disease as "illness due to a specific infectious agent 

or its toxic products that arises through transmission 

of that agent or its products from an infected person, 

animal, or reservoir to a susceptible host, either 

directly or indirectly through an intermediate plant or 

animal host, vector, or the inanimate environment." 

Communicable disease pathogens include bacteria, 

viruses, fungi, parasites and prions. Because 

communicable diseases can have so much impact on 

the population, the surveillance and control of such 

diseases is an important part of protecting the public's health. 

 

In FY 2018/2019 Stokes County Health Department had no major disease outbreak or food 

borne illness to investigate this fiscal year.  Below is the summary of communicable disease 

investigated and treated through Stokes County Health Department.   

 

Public Health Emergency Preparedness  

 

Stokes County Health Department plays a vital role in planning, preparing, and responding to 

public health emergencies; such as pandemic flu, food-based illness, natural disasters, hazardous 

release, or terrorism.  

 
The mission of the Public Health Preparedness and Response within the Health Department is to 

protect the health and safety of residents in Stokes County by establishing strategic goals: 

 

 Monthly, quarterly, and annual deliverables, required work plans, training, and Progress 

Check database entry and other duties assigned within health department.  

  Ensure Incident Management System (ICS)/ National Incident Management System 

(NIMS) compliance for each health department staff member. 

  Responsible for OSHA Respiratory Protection Program compliance.  

  Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) plan -Meeting particular benchmarks based on the     

 say “Public Health Emergency Preparedness Operational Readiness Review (PHEP-

ORR)” which are required to score a minimum of 79  

http://www.bing.com/images/results.aspx?q=Flu+virus&form=MSNH14&sc=0-0&sp=-1&qs=n&sk=&pq=flu+virus#view=detail&id=97DCE96C2F940DA4B54C5F40C14146AB776D42B5&selectedIndex=0
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 Emergency Communications Operations -Maintain 24/7 contact databases for employees, 

hospitals, adult care, providers -Perform call down drills/system checks   

  2 exercises and required After Action Reports/Corrective Action Plans 

  1 Full-scale exercise and required Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Plan 

(HSEEP) documents    

 Implementation of CDC’s National Standards for Public Health Preparedness Capabilities 

 

To learn more about how to be prepared for natural and manmade disasters visit these sites: 

http://www.co.stokes.nc.us/disaster1/ 

http://www.ready.gov 

 

 

Stokes County Reported Communicable Disease Totals for FY 2018/2019 

 

Disease Classification Total confirmed cases 

Haemophilus Influenza  1 

Hepatitis C (Chronic) 13 

Hepatitis C (Acute) 1 

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 15 

 

Ehrlichia, HME 2 

Lyme Disease 9 

Streptococcal Group A (invasive) 4 

Cryptosporidiosis 2 

Salmonellosis 11 

Campylobacter Infection 16 

Listeriosis 1 

E Coli 4 

Chlamydia 137 

http://www.co.stokes.nc.us/disaster1/
http://www.ready.gov/
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Gonorrhea 41 

Influenza, adult death  1 

Vibrio Infection, Other 1 

NGU 2 

 

 

Environmental Health 
Stokes County Environmental Health Department 

enforces state laws and rules pertaining to food 

sanitation, waste water disposal, private drinking water 

wells and other health and sanitation issues. The 

number of inspections include food service 

establishments, tattoo artists, day care centers, school 

cafeterias, schools, public swimming pools, etc.  The 

number of new permits issued includes food service establishments, tattoo artists, public 

swimming pools, etc.    

 
                
 
 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH YEARLY REPORT JULY 2017- JUNE 2018 
 

 ON-SITE WASTEWATER ACTIVITY FY18/19 FY 17/18 

 Site Visits (includes all OSWW field activities not 
included below) 

340 326 

 Sites Evaluated (includes sites evaluated or re-
evaluated for any purpose) 

227 228 

 Improvement Permits Issued- New Or Revision 
w/Site Plan (valid 60 months.) 

110 108 

 Improvement Permit Issued - Expansion of 
Existing System (valid 60 months) 

8 12 

 Improvement Permits Denied (Documented) 26 9 
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 Construction Authorizations - New, revision, or 
Relocation 

91 72 

 Construction Authorizations – Expansion 7 10 

 Construction Authorizations - 
Repair/Replacement of Malfunctioning System 

55 51 

 Authorizations - Mobile Home Parks 5 3 

 Authorizations - Existing System Reuse Other than 
in MHP 

41 44 

 Authorizations for System reuse – Denied 7 9 

 Table V Inspection w/Reports prepared 12 8 

 Migrant Housing Inspections w/reports prepared 11 13 

 Notices of Violation Issued 12 15 

 Legal Remedies - Injunctions, criminal 
misdemeanor, administrative penalties 

0 0 

 Permit Revoked (notice) 8 6 

 Operations Permit Issued 141 129 

 Sewage Complaints Investigated 36 39 

 On-Site Consultative Contacts 14 10 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

  

Well Activities FY 18/19 FY 17/18 

Well Site Evaluated 70 126 

Grouting Inspection 76 102 

Well Head Inspected 113 108 

Well Head Approved 70 80 

Well Head Disapproved 43 28 

Well Construction Permit Issued - New 36 43 

Well Construction Permit Issued - Repair 6 12 

Well Certificate of Completion Issued - New 70 83 

Well Certificate of Completion Denied - New 92 28 

Well Certificate of Completion issue - Repair 0 0 

Bacteriological Sample Collected 157 152 

Other Sample Collected 181 193 

Well Camera or Geophysical Inspection 0 0 

Legal Remedies Taken 0 0 
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Food Handling Activity FY 
18/19 

FY 
17/18 

Inspections 447 298 

Visits 80 310 

Permits issued 53 55 

Complaint 
Investigations 

1 1 

Complaint 
investigations Follow-
up 

21 20 

 

 

 

 

 

General 
Sanitations’ 

Activity 

FY 
17/18 

Other 
Training/Education 
(hours) 

66 

 

   

 

  

 

 

Stokes County Human Services Board  

In June, 2013 the Stokes County Board of County Commissioners voted on a new resolution to 

dissolve the Local Board of Health and DSS Board under Session law 2012-126 or HB 438.  The 

resolution called for the formation of a new Human Service Advisory Board.  The Board of 

County Commissioners has taken on the responsibilities of the Board of Health and DSS Boards.  

 

The Human Services Advisory Board has the same professional requirements as did the Board of 

Health.  In addition, the three at-large-positions will be filled by individuals that represent the 

former DSS Board.   

POSITION NAME E-mail Address 

Commissioner Jamie Yontz yontz.jamie@gmail.com 

Licensed  
Dentist 

Gaye Wood gayewood93@gmail.com  

Licensed  
Engineer 

Buster Robertson wroberbu@aol.com  

Licensed  
Optometrist 

Keith R. Lawson gourmetforu3@aol.com  

Licensed  
Pharmacist 

Kim Lewis kimlewis@centurylink.net  

Licensed  
Physician 

Thomas Delany 
Santoro, M.D 

 

Registered 
Nurse 

Jane Humphries waffaking44@yahoo.com  

mailto:gayewood93@gmail.com
mailto:wroberbu@aol.com
mailto:gourmetforu3@aol.com
mailto:kimlewis@centurylink.net
mailto:waffaking44@yahoo.com
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Licensed  
Veterinarian 

Pam Tillman ptillman@lifebritestokes.com  

General 
Public 

Jan Spencer jnjspencer@yahoo.com  

General 
Public 

Rachel White rachelwhite3593@yahoo.com  

General 
Public 

Jane Cole colejf1368@icloud.com  

County 
Manager 

Jake Oakley joakley@co.stokes.nc.us  

Health 
Director 

Tammy Martin tmartin@co.stokes.nc.us  

DSS Director Stacey Elmes selmes@co.stokes.nc.us 

Recording 
Sec 

Hayley Shelton hshelton@co.stokes.nc.us  

 

*Note:  member filling a vacancy unable to be filled by the prescribed profession in 

accordance with G.S. 130A-35  
 

Goals for FY 2018/2019 

 

 The Stokes County Health Department is anticipating that they will see an increase in patients 

due to Medicaid Transformation and the majority of our patients do not have health insurance.  

In addition, many individuals will use us as their safety net. 

 

Continue to monitor how Medicaid Transformation will alter healthcare.  With Medicaid 

Managed Care beginning February 1, 2020. The Health Department will be accepting the 

following MCOs (Managed Care Organizations) Healthy Blue, United Healthcare Community 

Plan, AmeriHealth Caritas of North Carolina, and Wellcare.  It is important to choose MCOs that 

respect our mission in Public Health, which is “To promote healthy and safe living, prevent 

disease, care for the sick, protect the environment, and provide essential services to meet 

community needs”.   

 

Goals for FY 2019/2020 are: 

 

 Be an active partner in the opioid crisis 

 Continue to expand our Prenatal Clinic with Wake Forest Baptist Hospital 

 Increase and build our Child Health Program/ Adult Health Program 

 Create opportunities for patients to receive local low/no cost dental treatment 

 Explore funding opportunities through grants and other partnerships 

 Stay current and involved in Medicaid Transformation (2020)  

  

 

 

mailto:ptillman@lifebritestokes.com
mailto:jnjspencer@yahoo.com
mailto:rachelwhite3593@yahoo.com
mailto:colejf1368@icloud.com
mailto:joakley@co.stokes.nc.us
mailto:tmartin@co.stokes.nc.us
mailto:selmes@co.stokes.nc.us
mailto:hshelton@co.stokes.nc.us


Vaccine Number of 
Doses 

Forsyth * Rockingham Stokes 
(OLD) 

Medicaid Stokes 
(NEW)with 
$20 
admin. fee 
included 

DTaP (Child) 5-dose 
series 

$50 $33 $15 $14.20 $40 

Gardasil (HPV) 
(Adult or Child) 

3-dose 
series 

$288 $250 $185 $175.87 $210 

Hepatitis A 
(Adult) 

2-dose 
series 

$106 $82 $46 $43.72 $71 

Hepatitis A 
(Child) 

2-dose 
series 

$50 $38 $25 $23.57 $50 

Hepatitis A & B 
Combined 
(Twinrix) (Adult) 

3-dose 
series 

$113 $116 $81 $77.48 $106 

Hepatitis B (Adult 
) 

3-dose 
series 

$92 $71 $57 $54.65 $82 

Hepatitis B 
(Child) 

3-dose 
series 

$50 $35 $26 $23.12 $51 

HIB 
(Haemophilus 
Influenzae B) 
(Adult or Child) 

1 dose $42 $32 $20 $19.48 $40 

Inactivated Polio 
(Adult or Child) 

1 dose $63 $39 $26 $24.54 $51 

Meningococcal B 
(Adult or Child) 
Bexsero 

2-dose 
series 

$203 $202 $180 $171.74 $200 

Meningococcal 
ACWY (Adult or 
Child) Menactra 

2-dose 
series 

$178 $142 $111 $105.80 $136 

Measles, Mumps, 
Rubella (MMR) 
(Adult or Child) 

1 or 2 
doses 

$114 $86 $43 $40.61 $68 

Pneumococcal 
Conjugate 
(Prevnar13) 
(Child) 

4-dose 
series 

$265 $223 $138 $131.44 $175 

Pneumococcal 
(PPSV 23) (Adult) 

1 dose $146 $117 $33 $31.21 $75 

Td (Adult or 
Child) 

1-dose $67 $32 $20 $19.06 $45 

Tdap (Adult or 
Child) 

1 dose $67 $52 $41 $39.10 $66 



Varicella 
(Chickenpox) 
(Adult or Child) 

2-dose 
series 

$186 $149 $90 $85.56 $115 

Shingrix 
(Shingles) (Adult) 

2-dose 
series 

$195  $213 $202.93 $238 

TB Skin Test 
Placement 

1 dose $25 $20    

TB Skin Test 
Reading Placed 
Elsewhere 

 $10     

 

*Includes Admin Fee (Forsyth) 

Rockingham Admin Fee = $24 (One) $14 (Two of more) 

Surry ($25 Admin Fee)  

 



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.b.

LKC Engineering

Contact: Mark Delehant, Director of Public Works

Summary: 
The following information was on the discussion agenda at the meeting on October 14th and
moved to the discussion agenda on October 28th to allow LKC to be at the meeting and answer
any questions that the Board may have.
 

Memo regarding the RFQ process and recommendation
RFQ
LKC Statement of Qualifications

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
LKC Information 10/8/2019 Cover Memo



























































Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.c.

Finance options FY 19-20 Equipment Purchase

Contact: Glenda Pruitt Support Services Supervisor

Summary: 
Finance options for FY 19-20 for Equipment Purchases
 
EMS 2 Ambulances & installed equipment
Solid Waste Roll off Truck
 
Discussion with request for approval at the next meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Finance Options FY 19-20 Equipment Purchase 10/21/2019 Cover Memo
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                              Stokes County 
                      Purchasing Department  
 

Memorandum 

 

To: Stokes County Board of Commissioners 

 

From: Glenda Pruitt, Support Services Supervisor 

 

Date: October 18, 2019  

 

Re: FY 19/20 Equipment Financing 

 

Request for loan quotes were sent to First National Bank, PNC, Sun Trust and BB&T, for 

providing capital for fiscal year 19-20 equipment purchases. 

 

• (2) EMS ambulance and installed equipment   

• Roll off Truck (Solid Waste Dept) 

 
Funding amount is $640,000.00 

 

Bank Name # of 

Payments 

Rate Annual 

Payment 

Amount 

Interest 

Paid 

Bank 

Charges 

Payback 

Amount 

First National 

Bank  

3 1.84% $221,353.18 $24,059.52 0.00 $664,059.52 

SunTrust 3 2.058% $222,173.75 $26,521.26 $250.00 $666,521.26 

 

 

Proposals were received from SunTrust and First National Bank.  

 

Julia & I have reviewed both proposals and would like to recommend First National Bank 

the interest rate was the lowest rate quoted and no other fees will be charged related to 

the loan. 

 

 



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.d.

Sales Tax Referendum

Contact: Jake Oakley/Julia Edwards

Summary: 
Discussion of the sales tax referendum was on the agenda at the meeting on October 14th and
placed back on the Discussion Agenda for the October 28th meeting for further discussion.
 
Finance Director Julia Edwards contacted Kara at the School of Government to clarify some
things regarding this tax and she provided the following information:
 
The Article 46 tax must be approved by voter referendum. If it is approved, and the board chooses
to levy it, it may be used for any county purpose. It is not limited to schools. The board each year
would have to decide how to allocate the proceeds. The board could decide in any given year to
appropriate the money to the local school board. If it does so, the school may use it for school
safety. The county board of commissioners may not legally restrict school board to use it for this
purpose.
 
The resolution should not indicate that the board is legally dedicating the funds for a specific use
b/c the board does not have this authority. The board cannot influence the voters by indicating that
the monies will always be used for a specific purpose. The board can indicate that for the next
year, the board intends to use the funds for school expenses, but cannot indicate that this is always
what the funds will be used for. Legally the proceeds can always be directed by the board to
another purpose.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Sales Tax Information 10/8/2019 Cover Memo









Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.e.

Fiddlers Lane -Request for Addition

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
Information attached on the request received for the request of addition to the state road system of
Fiddlers Lane in Walnut Cove.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Fiddlers Lane-Request for Addition 10/23/2019 Cover Memo











Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.f.

Animal Control Advisory Board - Revised Ordinance Request

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
There has been a request from the Animal Control Advisory Board to amend Section 6.1 of the
County Animal Ordinance.
 
The proposed change has been approved by the Animal Control Advisory Board and the Animal
Control Advisory Board states that  Sheriff Mike Marshall has approved this as well.
 
A copy of the County Animal Ordinance is attached for review and the requested change is noted
below.
 
Section 6.1  Adequate Shelter for dogs and cats
 
The shelter shall have access that is suitable for the species, age, condition, size and type of
animal. It shall consist of 4 walls, a roof, floor and be structurally sound and in good repair. The
structure should be provided with a sufficient quantity of suitable bedding material consisting of
straw, cedar or pine shavings or equivalent to help provide protection against cold and promote
retention of body heat. When sunlight is likely to cause heat stroke of an animal tied or confined
outside, sufficient shade by natural or artificial means shall be provided to protect the animal.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
County Animal Ordinance 10/18/2019 Cover Memo

























Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.g.

PTRDC Appointment Request

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
In February of 2019 Commissioner Morris was appointed to the PTRDC Board as the Stokes
County Representative seat to replace Ernest Lankford. The term expires this December.
 
The PTRDC has requested that Commissioner Morris be appointed for a new term which will end
in December 2022. Commissioner Morris has agreed to serve this three year term.



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.h.

Propane Vehicles

Contact: Commissioner Rick Morris

Summary: 
Memo attached from Commissioner Morris

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo-Propane Vehicles 10/23/2019 Cover Memo



MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Commissioner Rick Morris 

DATE: October 23, 2019 

RE: Additional Propane Vehicles 

 

Fellow Commissioners, 

I requested this item be placed on the agenda to determine the Board’s position on adding additional 

propane fueled vehicles to the county fleet.  The background on this request is that a few years ago the 

county partnered with Hall Propane in Walnut Cove, N.C. to do a pilot program to test the cost savings 

and other benefits of adding propane fueled vehicles, where the vehicle burns and carries both gasoline 

and propane.  The pilot program converted Sheriff Department vehicles that were used in Walnut Cove 

for the purposes of the pilot program.  To my knowledge, the pilot program has worked out well with 

significant cost savings and extended maintenance schedules for the vehicles.   

When we embarked on this program Mr. Clyde Hall, the owner of Hall Propane, said that if the pilot 

program went well and additional vehicles were converted to propane that he might consider providing 

a propane fueling station for the county.  This would require enough converted vehicles to justify the 

cost of installing the fueling station.   

I think we have reached the point that enough data is available from the county’s pilot program, plus 

other sources, to decide if we want to pursue additional use of propane vehicles.  I think we also owe 

Hall Propane a decision on how we intend to proceed on this.  During our meeting, I would like to get 

some legal advice from our county attorney on how we should proceed if we would like to expand the 

county’s partnership with Hall Propane by adding additional propane powered vehicles to the county 

fleet. 

Regards…..Rick 

        

 



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.i.

Court House Parking Lot-Change Order

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
The original proposal of service is attached as well as the change order.
 
When this was approved on July 23, 2018, the Board was aware that if heavy boulders were
encountered in the ground during the grading process that there would be additional cost. There
were other issues encountered during this project as well due to the improper draining at the old
court house site. The size of the wall also had to be increased due to the rock encountered. The
request is for approval at this meeting due to the project will be on hold until this is approved and
the goal is to finish this project and have paving completed before the weather is too cold. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Change Order 10/18/2019 Cover Memo
Original Proposal -Court House 10/18/2019 Cover Memo









Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.j.

County Employee Christmas Meal

Contact: Shannon Shaver

Summary: 
I am looking at December 18, 2019 as the date for the employee Christmas meal. Many
employees have expressed an interest in doing something different for our meal and after
speaking with them and taking their suggestions I am asking for permission to change this to a
breakfast. It has been a luncheon for many years and this seems to be something that the
employees would enjoy changing and will give some of our 3rd shift workers a chance to attend as
well. If the Board is ok with this I will send out for bids from numerous local restaurants as usual.



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.k.

2020 Meeting Calendar

Contact: Shannon Shaver

Summary: 
The only date that you may want to consider changing is April 13th which is Easter Monday. The
County is closed on Friday April 10, 2020 in observation of Good Friday. We have met in the past
on Easter Monday but I wanted to be sure the Board is ok with meeting and does not want to move
this meeting to Tuesday April 14, 2020. The Planning Meeting dates have been confirmed with
Planning Director David Sudderth. This item can be placed on the Consent Agenda at the next
meeting on November 12th.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
2020 Meeting Schedule 10/23/2019 Cover Memo



PUBLIC NOTICE 

2020 COMMISSIONERS MEETING SCHEDULE 

The Stokes County Board of Commissioners will meet each month on the 2nd (Second) 
and 4th (Fourth) Monday at 6:00 pm 
 

2nd Monday 4th Monday 

January 13, 2020 January 27, 2020 

February 10, 2020 February 24, 2020 

March 9, 2020 March 23, 2020 

April 13, 2020 April 27, 2020 

May 11, 2020 May 26, 2020 * 

June 8, 2020 June 22, 2020 

July 13, 2020 July 27, 2020 

August 10, 2020 August 24, 2020 

September 14, 2020 September 28, 2020 

October 12, 2020 October 26, 2020 

November 9, 2020 November 23, 2020 

December 14, 2020 December 28, 2020 

 
*Holiday – May 26, 2020 – Meeting moved to Tuesday due to the Memorial Day Holiday* 

 

The Board of Commissioners will conduct its regular meetings in the Commissioners 

Chambers at the Administrative Building in Danbury. The Board will consider invitations to 

meet at different locations throughout the County at the invitation of community groups that 

wish to host a meeting. 

  



 

 

Commissioners Meeting (Planning) – First Tuesday of every other month at 7:00 pm-Held in 

the Commissioners Chambers 

Planning meetings are held as needed – the meeting will be advertised prior to the dates 

listed below:  

Tuesday February 4, 2020 (as needed) 

Tuesday April 7, 2020 (as needed) 

Tuesday June 2, 2020 (as needed) 

Tuesday August 4, 2020 (as needed) 

Tuesday October 6, 2020 (as needed) 

Tuesday December 1, 2020 (as needed) 

 

Stokes County League of Governments -6:30 pm 

Meeting with the Town of Danbury, Town of Walnut Cove, City of King, and Stokes County 

January 16, 2020 – Town of Walnut Cove 

April 16, 2020 – Town of Danbury 

July 16, 2020 – City of King 

October 15, 2020 – Stokes County  

 

Any other change in Date, Time, or Place will be advertised and placed on the  
County Web Page – www.co.stokes.nc.us 
 
 
Shannon Shaver 
Clerk to the Board 
 

 

 

 

http://www.co.stokes.nc.us/


 



Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VII.a.

Stokes County Water and Sewer Authority-Appointment Request

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
This application was presented at the meeting on October 14, 2019 and has been advertised. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Stokes County Water and Sewer Authority Appointment
Request 10/8/2019 Cover Memo





Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VII.b.

Walnut Cove Senior Center Advisory Council Appointment Request

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
This application was presented at the meeting on October 14, 2019 and has been advertised. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Walnut Cove Senior Center Advisory Council
Appointment Request 10/8/2019 Cover Memo





Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VII.c.

Fire Commission Vacancies

Contact: Jake Oakley

Summary: 
These applications for vacancies were presented at the meeting on October 14, 2019 and have
been advertised. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Fire Commission Vacancies 10/8/2019 Cover Memo















Board of County Commissioners
October 28, 2019

6:00 PM

Item number: VIII.a.

Closed Session

Contact: County Attorney Ty Browder

Summary: 
The Board will enter Closed Session for the following rationale:
 
To consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the
attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege is hereby
acknowledged pursuant to GS 143-318.11(a)(3)
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